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A demonſtration of the trueth of that Diſ- 
cipline which Chriſt hath preſcribed in his worde for the 
ouernment of his Church, in all cimes and places, vntill 

the end of the world. | 


Wherein are gathered into a plain forme of reaſoning, the ou 
thereof the. the My mates "1 4 . — by the light ft reaſon 
rightlie ruled, and the teſtimonies that haue been g1 ereunto, by 

the courſe of the Church certaine hundreths of yeares after the A» 
oſtles time: and the generall conſent of the Churches rightly re- 
rmed in theſe latter times: according as they are alleadged and 
maintained, in theſe ſeuerall bookes that haue been written concers 


ning the (ame, 


Math. 2.38. 
The husbandmen ſaid among themſelues this is the heire, come 
let vs kill him, and let vs take bis inheritance, 
Thoſe) e that Taigne 
e mine enemies vvhi not that I igne d 


To the ſuppoſed Gouernors of the Church 
of England, the Archbiſhops, Lord Biſhops, Archdea- 
cCeont and the reſt of that order. 


F Any and moſt euident haue our declarations 
been concerning the trueth of that gouernment, 
< T A which Chriſte bath preſcribed in his worde for the 
tuling of the Church, which we haue manifeſted vnto you, 
doch by our writings and ſpeeches,as occaſion hath been of- 
ſered: neuer hath any one of you taken in hande to ſay anie 
thing againſt it, but ir hath made his eyes to dazle, as the 
cleareſt Sun-ſhining, whereby hee hath been driuen to wan- 
der hither and thuther, groping for euaſions, and yet eoulde 
dot eſcape, but hath falne into infinite moſt moſtrous abſur- 
ries, and blaſphemous aſſettions, (as by their writinges yet 
extant it may appeate) ſo forcible is the trueth, toamaꝝe the 
duineſayers thereof, and fo pregnant . 8 
| | | 8 


4 To the ſuppoſed Qouernoursef 

bring foorth thouſands of abſurditics, and euery one worſe 
then other. And will you ſtill continue in your damnable, 
and moſt diucliſhe courſe? Haue you ſolde your ſelues ynto 
Satan, to fight for him vntill you bee dam med in hell with 
him ? Haue you morgaged the ſaluation of your ſbules 
and bodies, for the pte ſent fruition of your Powe and plea- 


ſure, is it becauſe you ſee not what you ſhould doe ? It may be 
ſo, for many are ſo blinde, that they grope euen at 8 
but me thinkes it can hardly be ſo, vnlt ſſe you bee they that 
haue eyes & ſee not, for the cauſe hath been ( by the bleſſing 
of God) ſo managed, that many plough-men, artificers, and 
children doe ſee it, and know it, aud ate able by the worde of 
God to iuſtifie it, and condemne you to bee aduetſaries vnto 
the Goſpell in reſiſting it. But you thinke that gouetument 
not ſo needfull, and your fault but ſmall(if it be any) in con- 
tinuing your courſe begunne. The neceſſitie of the thing is 
many wayes apparant, both in that it hath ſo plentifull war- 
rant from Gods own word, (as the courſe of this booke doth 
uidently declare, ) and alſo in that the Goſpell can take no 
roote, nor haue any free paſlage,for want of it: and the great- 
neſſe of your fault appeareth by this, that in ſo doing, you are 
the cauſe of all the ignorance, Atheiſme, ſchiſmes, treaſous, 
popetie and vngodlineſſe, that is to be founde in this lande, 
which we challenge to proue to your faces, if we may indif- 
ferently be heard, & wherof in the meane while we will giue 
you a taſte: for the firſt it is cleare, that you ate the cauſen of 
that damnable ignotance, wherein the people ate ſo general - 
lie wrapped, for that you haue from time to time ſtopped the 
ſtreames of knowledge, in thoſe places where 2 in 
mercie beſtowed the ee. in ſteed of able and painefull 
Miniſters, haue peſtered the Churebe, eythet with preſump- 
tuous proude petſons, that are eſteemed learned and take nd 
paines to bringe the people vnto the knowledge of Ieſus 
Chritte,or (which is the greateſt number) ſuche ignoraun 
Aſles, and filthie ſwine, as are not worthie to liue in a wellor 
dered common- wealth: and that you are the cauſe of all a 
theiſme, it is plaine, for one may (as in decde many doe / pre 
elle it, and you ſay nothing to him for it. If the e jj 
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the Church of England. | 
tiver will fawne vpon you, and bribe your ſeruants, you will 
not only fauour bum, but aſliſt him againſt any godly Mini- 
ſer or other: but if auy that feate God,refule to come vnder 
the leaſt of your popith ceremonies, hee ſhall bee tnolcſted, 
till his purſe be emptie, or els by yout tyrannous dealing, he 
haue made ihipwrack of a good cenſcience. And ate not you 
the cauſe of all ſchiſmes, that make a hotch pot of true teli- 
gion and poperie, and ſo giue ſome occaſion to fall into this 
courſe, and others into tliatꝰ And it is as cleare, that you are 
ſo farre the cauſe ot all tteaſons, as without you they had not 
bin: for if every Church had had her gouernment according 
to Chriſtes inſtitution, our young Gentlemen, and ſtudents, 
had not bin ( for want of teaching & careful ouerſight) made 
a pray vnto the ſeducets, and conſequently to thoſe practiſes 
which haue brought the bodies of ſo manie vnto Iyborne, 
and their ſoules into hell: and who but you be the cauſes of 
-Poperie, whileſt you vſe them ſo well, let them doe wat they 
liſt, yea, and keepe them in office & authoritie vnder you, yea 
(which more is)gine them ſuch offices as none that is not 
piſh can execute: l ſpeak not of the ignorance which by your 
meanes raigneth euerie where, which (as they confeſle)is the 
mother of their deuotion, and you are the wretched fathers 
of that filthie mother, whereby you muſt needes be grandfa- 
thersſat the leaſt)to all kind of poperie. And who can (with= 
out bluſhing) denie you to bee the cauſe of all vngodlines, 
leeing your gouernment is that whic err leaue to a man 
to be any thing, ſauing a ſounde Chriſtian. For certainely it 
is more free in theſe dayes, to bee a Papiſt, Anabaptiſt. of the 
famely of loue, yea any moſt wicked one wahtſocuer, then 
that which we ſhould be, and I could liue theſe twenty yeres 
any ſuch in Englande (yea in a Biſhops houſe it may bee) and 
neuer bee muche moleſted for it, ſo true is that which 
you are charged with, in a Dialogue lately come foorth a- 
3 ſince burned by you, that you care for nothing, 
but the maintenance ofyourdignities, bee it to the damnati- 
dn of your owe ſoules, and infinite millions moe: Enter 
mherefore nowe at the laſt; into the ſerious confideration of 
theſe rhinges: remember that one day, you muſt bee pteſen- 
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F. the ſuppoſed Gonernours o 

* be fote the tribu . x leſus BY to bee ar- 
raigned for all the ſoules chat haue gone to hell { {ceing you 
will nec des bee the rulers of the Churche) ſince the Goſpell 
hirſt appeared in this land, then ſhall you not be excuſed with 
this, the Queene and Counſell will haue it ſo: not with that, 
our ſtate cannot beare it. For it ſhall be ſaid vnto you, why do 
you not informe the better of my will, why taught you them 
not to worſhip with trembling and feare, and to kiſſe the 
lonne leaſt he be angrie: why did you not tell them, that al 
ſtates muſt be ruled by my worde, and not my word by them 
and their pollicics. When theſe thinges thall be laicd to your 
charge, yout conſciences ſhall anſwere: that if you had done 
fo, you ſhoald haue loſt your dignities, which you loued and 
ſought for eſpecially: then ſhall you wiſhe, that the moun- 
taines woulde fall yppon you, and the hilles couer you from 
the preſence of the lambe,and from the preſence of him that 
ſitteth vppon the throne. And Iam — that you ate 
in league with hell, and haue made a couenant wich death: 
yea, you doe perſwade your ſelues, that there is no God, ney- 
ther ſhall there be any ſuch day of account: or it were vopol- | 
ſible, that you ſhould giue your eyes any ſleepe, or take any 
reſt in yout —— you had vnto the Lord by repentance 
and the Churche by confeſſion, vuburdened your ſoules of 
theſe helliſn wayes, wherein you haue ſo long walked. Re- 
eee not aſhamed to amende, though others haue 

ounde you out the way, iudge your ſelues while you haue 
time, leaſt you be made fire brands of hell beyonde all time. 
Let our challendges that wee haue made in the name of ihe 
Lord be hearkened vnto: Let vs be diſputed with before in- 
different Iudges, let the holy word of God be the touch · ſtone 
to ttie our diſputations by, and then ſhall it eaſilie appeate, 
who hath the Lorde on his ſide, and who not. The trueth vil 
preuaile in ſpire of your teeth, and all other aduerſaries vnto 
it, (for God diſdaineth to be croſſed by duſt and aſhes; )Ther 
fore bee not obſtinate ſo long, as vntill you will bee founde 
| fighters with God, but preuent his wrath, leaſt it break forth 
againſt you like fire that none can quenche, becauſe of the 
vickedneſſe of your inuentions. Venture your Biſhoprickes 

vf 
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the (hurch of England. 

vpon a diſputation, and wee will venture our liues, take the 
challendge if you dare. If the truth be on your fide, you may 
heereby be reſtored to your dignitics, and bee no more trou- 
bled by vs: but if the tructh be againſt you, what ſhall it pro- 
fice you to winne the whole world, and afterward loole your 
owne ſoulcs. If you refuſe ſtill our offer, then muſt you needs 
be guiltie either of this, that you knowe your cauſe will not 
abide the triall, or of this, that you wil take no paines to con- 
fute vs that keepe ſuch a ſturte in the Church: doe not think 
that becauſe you hàue humane authoritie on your ſide, ther- 
fore you are ſafe, fer hee whoſe authoritie is on our fide, is 
the greateſt, ro whoſe voyce all the Diuels in hell ſnall ſtoup, 
much more the ſielie arme of ſinfull fleſn. Wee haue ſou fe 
to aduance this cauſe of God, by humble ſuite tothe Parlia- 
ment, by ſupplication to your Conuocation houſe, by wri- 
ting in dcfence of it, and by challendging to diſpute for ir, 
ſeeing none of theſe meanes vſed by vs haue preuailed : If it 
come in by that meanes, which will make all your heartes to 
ake, blame your (clues, for it muſt preuaile, maugre the ma- 
lice of all that ſtande againſt it, or ſuch a iudgement muſt o- 
uertake this lande, as thall cauſe the eares that heare thereof 
to tingle, and make vs bee a by-· worde to all that paſſe by vs. 
The Lord e open your eyes, that you may ſee the confuſions 
vhereof you are the cauſe, and giue you true tepentance, or 
confound you in all your purpoſes, that bee againſt him and 
the regiment of his — "rr Chriſte, The ſame Lorde,for 
ue he beareth to his people, open the eyes of hex Maie- 

ſtie, and the Honorable Counſellets, that they may ſee your 

e practiſes, and in pitie to Gods people, ridde vs from 

jou, and turne away his iudgements, which the reiecting 
of his holie yoke hath deſetued, not puniſhing them 
that mourne for the deſolation of Sion, with 
oſe that ſpoyle and make hauocke 
of the Lordes inheritance, 
men. 
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To the Reader. 


r N finite and vnſpeakeable (Chriſtian Reader ) are the miſe- 
Ts from Which feſus Chriſt aur Sauiour hath freed vs aud 
the benefites and bleſſings, wheremith in rh1s. life he beginneti 
and for auer will conttunc ta adorne vs. The conſideration her- 
of (of our unthank fulne unto his M aieſty, were any way pro- 
porcionable, to that which we indeuour onto to Wards men ſhould 
make vs continually to deuiſe, and all the dayes of our life to ſtu- 
die hom we might ſhew our ſelne(at leaſt in ſome ſort )carefull to 
f/orifie his bleſſed name,aboue all thinges that we defire, by hem 
much as bis lous towardes us, excelleth what ſueuer can cls(accor+ 
ding to our Wiſh) befall unto us: but if wee doe With equall bal 
lance(on the other ſide )lookg into the courſe of mans life, bow wel 
| 1his dactie is performed, we ſhall ſee, that men declare themſelues 
rather bent to {pit in his face, & to defic him, then any way to ho 
norer him 4s their head and Soueraigne: for (io ſay nothing of 
the prophane life, and godleſſe conuerſation, where with the ge- 
nerall number, that profeſſeth Jeſus Chriſt, is mboly defiled(Wee 
ſee that many nations, people, and languages are very willing to 
receiue Ieſus Chriſte as their Prieſt to ſacrifice for their ſinnes, 
but that hee ſhoulde become their King, to preſcribe lawæs unte 
them, whereby 85 may be ruled, is of all other thinges the moite 


vnſauorie, yea (if it be offered jrhe moſt grienons tidings and un- 


reaſonable requeſt: wherein, alleit manze natians that haue re. 
| nounced that whoare of Rome, are heynouſly ſinne fullagainſt his 
glorious e Maieftie : yet is there none in the whole worlde ſa 
are out of ſquare as England, in reteyning that Popiſh Hierar- 
chie, firit coyned in the midiſt of the We of iniquitie, and 


dedtogeather for the confonning andincreaſigof the kingdoms 
FeAntichriſte: Wherein as great indignitie it offered unto pe- 
. Chriſte, in committing his Churche unto the gauermment of 
the ſame,as can bee, by meane underlinges unto a King, in com- 
wilting hs beloued ſpouſe vmathe direttionof the Myſtreſſeof 
the Stewes, and inforcing her to liue after thejorders of a Brothel 
bouſe. For the refornration Whereaf, While; ſume ſiaue written. 
and others according io their callinger carefully ſtaedegrom hey: 
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t To Tur RIADIX. 758 
nouſiy it hath been taken, howe hardly they haue been uſe and 
what ſhameful reproches haue been offered (euen vnto the courſe 
of the Goſpel!) for ſpite that hath beene borne vnto reformation, 
al moſt by all eſtates and degrees, lamentable experience hath 
taught many of vs : but our poſteritie ſhall knowe it more parti- 
cularlie, and the Church throughout the world ſhall diſcerne and 
indge of it more euidently, When their bodies are rotten in tha 
aut, and their ſoules (if they + not) in eternall and intollera- 
ble torments, who haue reietted a requeſt ſo holy, profitable and 
reaſonable,yea,& handeled the intreaters for the ſame ſo cruelly. 
wnchrittanly and vnlaWfully : but they would yy perſwade 
themſelues (if their conſcience would let them) that they haue on- 
lie executed iuſtice vpon vs as male factors, and they perſwad. 
men that we deſire a thing, not Warranted by the worde, not heard 
of in the Church of God, vntill within this few yeares, nor tolle- | 
rable in any Chriſtian Commen-weal whatſoexer : The Which 
wonftrous ſlaunders, albeit they haue been many Wayes,and by | 
many men of mote worthie giftes detected, and made knowne in 
thoſe ſeuerall bool that haue beene publiſhed concerning the | 
ame : yet haue [thought it neceſſarieſ in an other courſe)to write | 
alſs H. Te courſe of my enterpri ſe, is firit in reſpect of the fa- | 
norers of the deſired refermation : ſecondlie of the aduerſaric of 
the ſame:the fauorers of it, are alſo of two ſorts, Miniſters of the 
word, & priuate perſons, & both I hope may haue . by it. n 
cer ning the former, when theſe woe full troublees that were renued | 
vypen vs (by that wretched ſubſcription, that Was euery where 
vrged) did begin to increaſe, I thought it meete to betake my ſelſe 
vnto that which I had read, or might any way by ſtudie find 
out concerning the cauſe, and collected all into a briefe ſumme, . 


ing euer preſent 
if 


referred exery thing vnto ſome head, which beein 
w:th mee, might furniſhe mee to aunſwere inthe defence of the 
erueth, though it were of a ſodaine,by which (thorom the bleſſing | 

of God) 1 2 ſuch profit in my ſenerall troubles that [ thought 
it a courſe not altoghet her unprofitable for others alſo, and vpon | 
that occaſion betooke my ſelfe unto a more ſerious meditation 4- | 
bout the matter, and communicating the thing with diners veris | 
worthie men, I founde encouragement and heartening on,general- 
lis by all whom f made acquainted therewith : ſo that 7 truſt tut 


iudge· 
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To Tuz. Fraps fc 9. 
indgements,y ea and Wiſhes alſo of others. ſo iumping With rune). 
mane eM mitters that lone the cauſe, and haut not ſo throughy 
lie ſtudied as were meet they ſhauld,may reape ſome profite there, 
by. Now concerning priugte men that laue the tayſe,ſome haus 
great affaires un hande, and baue no leaſure to reade the ſeueral 
bookys of this argument. ſome when they reude, are not of ſuffice= 5 
ent capaditie to conceiue the force of a reaſen, or to make uſe of it, 
to informe themſelues iu the grounded knowledge of the cauſe 
thereby: ſome (whuch is the general fault of our religious Gentle. 
men) bull take no paiues to feadt, ſome are poore, aud net able 7 


beſe.(. - 


6: Herein 


i menesgthar thc) be groxmded.vpen falſe farhdatrons,and thas we 
ee net alle is ceuclude uur cauſe in b e reaſoning. I he 
courſe that is licere taken (7 wubt) ſak ſhewe that they are lyers; 

the other ſort of, aducrſaric be they that be ngerly ignorant of a- 

ne thyng, e1ther for it or again#t it, and perſwaging themſelug 
that dhe I wen aud foew of the Worlde matt needes carry the truth 
With la doe lis blipde bayaracs)poldly venture 10 ſay Any thing 
Hain t. and chnkethey doe well. Now of all theſe ſarts of geo 
le f haus to requelt ſamie thing d hope f ſhall obtaine my requeſt 
vareri( which be the Miniſtert) I intreate, that as they tender 
J eglory of od, and honour of the cauſe which they ſtand ny 

bey world dr lagently empley themſelues in this, that | 


%. found alle to defend the ſame by ſounde and eaident grounds 

ent of the worde, and ſo much the rather, for that the adner[ar 6 

IJ greatly triumpb, wien they meete With one thas profeſſeth th e 
* 7 : | 
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75 12 To TI N * 1 T 
cauſe, and is not able to defend it, and confute the gaineſayers of 
it. The ſecond ſort of fanourers he the priuute perſons that ac 
the cauſe, whom 7 beſeech to br'carefult (as of all other pountes of 
religion) of this, that they grow in the knowledge of the worde of 
God, whereby they may be able,vpon their owne knowledge to de. 


7 , 
into ti 


cauſe i corretterh rheir 
3 
75 


ill of the nuglrie God (before whom they mut be called to gine | 

n account Whith they doe reſift, they wonld(F doubt not) more 
tavefnlly lob ubout them. And luftiy for them that be igno- | 
rant ofthe e of that they knowe nat: let them( ix 
they = be : | e uch ſafr to reade this little booke,and 

wey the rea ſunt with an vprigbt inge ment, which ſpall cas 
Hem at bred be ſharpe cinſures, af or fe = 
«lie appeure in thtir or dinarie communication”: Anil concerning 
vs all, ler v KH] . for one day we fhall be ſure to fecit it) that the 
controuerſir is not about goates wooll(as the Prouerbe faith) nei- 
ther light & trifling matters, which may ſafely bt followedor re- 
tected (as indeed the enemies of this cauſe do confidentlic affirm) 
but about no leſſe matter then this, whether Teſin Chriſt ſhall be 
King or no: For if none 3 fu t be Ming but be that nuleth by 
rhe ere of his laws tht the rurning our of theſe orders Whith | 
: Chrift hath preſcribed in his Word, for the ruling of the church, 

* to giue him the title, and deme him the authoritie belonging tq 
the ſame, and fo | mt make him an 7doll; making bim to 
carrie a ſbem of that which hee is not, amd ( with the cruciſiers of 
Vim) cv pur areedein bis hand. in ſteed of his yron rod, and crow- 
ning him With thornes, in fteede of the crowne of greuteſt glori, 
which is the cauſe that ſo many Atheiſtes ſpit in bi ace, and ſo 
mam godleſſe perſons doe make but a ieſt of bim: but when bes 
Sw hy C 
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iſo 5 8 
mam modrs 
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mech to pe me of maieſtie, it ſb 14 
theſe ſortes of at e mine enimies wich 


would not that I ſhould taigue ouer ther, bring hither, and 
ſlea them before me, Luke 19127 The 
tence, that we may auoide, let one of vs (ae ſtande with 
aur ſeuerall 4429 ear DON —_ this king- 
dome here, Whiche (among other aſſurances. given vs from the 
Lord) ſhalbe a teftimonie unto v, that we 41 haue part in that 
glorie, which ſhalbe renealed hereafter . Nove co ing 


# 


* 


reuea rning the 

order of thus booke, to direſt thee (good Reader) vnto thy furt 
inſtnuctiom, in the puintes therof:T-hau halt in exery chapter di- 
uers proofes out of the holy worde of G hd, Whiche — bee ti 
things Wherewuh thou mayelt ſafoly inform thy conſcience: the a 

ſhalt thou finde (al es dramen from reaſon rightlie . 
ruled by the ſame word: & laftly (becauſe our aduerſaries chang 


* _ 


a thing not knowen vnto the olde writers, n 
greed vpon he nome) thou haft here the witnes of t : 
both, in ſo wiſe} as may plainly declar 
all vo | xe ginen tefFimonie bee 


s that are here expre 


of the t 
rel out 
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may appeare 3 
them. Nowe 


eri impreſſion, | p 1 g e d 2 
to ſheW thee What bookees haue — 
riſe printed, 7 follow the 

rar u. 


the former in it. 
and therefore car 
ewirh ive God th 
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hating arid viſptaciog,chap. 14. 
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VVord, chap. 17. 
= Suſpention,capY | 


eed 18. 
Excommun! - 


ONSTRATIO 
of Diſcipline, - ih 


CCT Cu Ar. a $11 W205 un bs 1 n 
E 301 0153903:;bo9do t Tum een be i se M16 : | 
he diffnition of Diſciplitie,containeth be 
: Propoſition bolden by vs. e Las BY FD. 
„// #£ 4 b 1 f 6 , 


HE worde of God deſcribeth per fectly vnto vs, that 


rme of gouerning the Church which is lawfull, an 
A the officer tliat are to cx cute the lame, fro the which | 
e. Admomtion in te 
0 . 185 fol. . T. C. firſt booke, pag. 16. 
Counter. poyſon pag. $ D. courſe of gouerninent,pag.1.&c 
BB. and their adherems. © 7 


He word of Goc dleribeth not any exact forme of Dif 
1 cipline, nc ithet ate the offices and officers „namely, atti- 
eularl expreſſed inthe Scriptutes, but in ſome points ft to 
the diſctetion and libertie of the Churche. hugift in pre A 
face, and page 84. to the aloe to the Abſtract. pa 75 „ | 

The proofe of the ormer is the e of the latter, 
which is thus dekIhöre 7's 5 0 9 e000 


| A+ LEE 
PR 4 h'place 1. Tim. 3. 
| Treaſ6n thus. That end Plots 1000 0 ee vn- 14.15, 
to Timothic,dorh direct all Miniſters vnto for | 
euet, ſor it mi 6.14. Bur he wrote to direct 


Hi of the C 
rs for euer; fand 


ee tle by che ot 22 
which are no where ra be had Dil in Ris a n) 402 
| 2 ce ge * 5 © dA Avalſos. 4 4 7 6 * 


order of the | * ; 54.4 7 
ticular direction for the government 
x 9 Ifthewo | 
and Miviſteries,for th 
Rom, !2. J. ir in good ordet, then 


ww - A DumonrTRATION 
how the Chutch muſt. bee gouerned: But che worde 
Fro. a . pus way: Pro. 2. 9. therefote it teache 
the Church mult be gouer ned. 
4 We cannot gloriſie God, but by obedience to his word, 
1 Cor. 10. in all that we doc, we muſt gloriſie God. 1. Cot. 10.3 1. Ther- 
pie fore in all that we due, there muſt be obedicnce to the word, 
and conſequently in gouetuing his Church. 
5 If meate and drinke bee not ſa nctified vnto vs; but by 
the word and prayer, then muchl ſſe is any thing holy which 
is done in the gouernment of the Charch belides the worde: 
1 Tim 4. 5. But the former is true by che geſlimonie of the Apoſtle, 1, | 
Tim, 4. . therefore the lattet muſt be true allo, ©... 2! 


* 


n, 6, All Eyfull things are of faith. Rom. 14.23. Alllawfull 


- 


things that axe of faith, haue a warrant from the word, for the 
worde is the foundation of faith ; therefore all things lawfull 
haue their warrant from the worde: aud conſequently cuery 
lawfull action in the gouernment of the Church. 

7. Either hath God left a preſcript forme of gouernment 
for the Church, vnder the new .I eſtament: ot be is leſſe cate· 
full for it now, then hee was vnder the lawe, for his cate is in 
guiding it: But hee is as carcfull nowe for his Church as hee 
was then: Therefore hath hee left a preſcript forme to go- 

neee year ed] 

$ Heethat was as faithfull as Moles, left as cleate inſtru 
ding of faich,and gouernmenr of the | 
But Chriſte was as faichfull in Gods 
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6. 7. : 
t. Co. 12.18 downe ſufficient for | 


e ting 
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particular Chu 
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P ͤ K + 
red, is expreſſed in the word of God: Bur the Apoſtles taught 
and planted, Paſtors and Teachers for inſtruction, Elders for | 
oucrlight,and Deatons ro diftribure, and that vniformely in 
euery Churche, as appeareth by their writinges and practiſes: 
Therfore a certaine Ee of gouerument is exprelled in the 
worde. 1 888 

11 Euery laufull office and action in the building of the Marth.ar, 
church, is from heauen. Mat. 2 1. 25. 26. Euery thing that is(in 25. 26. 
the ordinarie building) from heauen, is reuealed in the word: 
Therefore euerie lawtull office and action is reucaled in the 
„ ee FRA 3 

12 If God continued (in regarde of the ſubſtaunce) the 
Church adminiſtration, as well as the thinges to bee admini- 
ſtred, then is the forme of Diſcipline deſcribed in the word: | 
But the former is true, as appeareth by the particulars : for 
Prieſtes, Paſtors: for teaching Leuites, or Doctors of the law, 

Teachers: for rulers of the Synagogue, Elders: for Leuiticall 
loo kers to the treaſurie, Deacons : forthe Sanedrim, the El- 

(hip: therefore the forme of gouernment is preſcribed in | 
the worde. e 5 1 
1; Euery wiſe King chat is carefull for his ſubiectes, ſer- 
done la wes for the gouernment of the ſame, and will 
haue them tyed to none other: But Chriſt is ſuch a King vn- 
to his Churd N Therefore harh hee preſcribed lawes vnto 
Church, which none therein can alter or diſobey: and con- 

uently, the certaine forme of gouernment of the Church 
deſcribed in the worde. . F 
14 That which the Miniſters tau 
d eerue, is ſer dow ne in the worde of 
nothing but that Which is there, 
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ent vnto, the particu 


1 


— 


Hane nes 


de: re defer © ; theſe patficulars,as it is 
inch reaſon: Therefore the vide preſcribe 
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16 A Du ene rRNA ren 
Cyprian in 16 The Chriſtian religion ſhal find, that out e 
ſermone de tute rules of all QUT hau [C 411d. 1 from hence 
baptumo doth ſpring,and hich tutne, W | 
8 liaſticall tte ) ine doth containe,' n 
Cyprian de 17 Wee may not giue on: ſclues che lber ert to bri ring in 
preſcrip. any thing that other men bring of their will, we haue the A. 
aduerius poſtles forauthours, which thewſclues brought nothing of 
their owne will, but the Diſcipline which they teceiued of 
Chriſt,they dcliucred Faichfulls vto the people. 8 
18 lt is adultetous, it is ſactilegious, whatſocuer is ordaj- 
ned by humane furie, that the diuine diſpoliton ſhoulde bee 
violatee . 51 mo hol” 7 
Therefore if Timothic was written vnto, that he might be 
directed by the worde, in diſpoſing of the Churches: if the 
lawes of God only being the Non tholdes, mult bee toll, 
a tC: 


in the Church, bi Houle; if the worde of 

uerie good way, whereof the goucrnment « 

one: if God mult be glorified. in the ruling of his * 
which cannot be, but obedienct to his worde: if co 


be lawfull, but that which is of faith, warranted by the word: 
if God baue ſhewed eee pſu for 
der the Goſpell, as ynder the Jaw; : if Chriſt was 
giue direction as Moſes ; if in the worde ay. 
cient Miniſters and Wade RR 
that gouernment, which me 1 taugbt — 
be in the words ;if every. lawt and 
dinarie buildiog, be fro from heaven, 


continued th 


50 1 42 


at is not accore 
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Or DIS ir IId. up; 
needes followe, that God doth deſcribe peifectly vnto vs cut 
of his worde, that forme of gouerument which is law full, & 
the officers that are to execute the ſame: from the which it is 
not law full for any chriſtian Churche to ſwarue. And con- 
trariwwiſe, that is a moſt vnttue aſſertion to (ay , that the offi- 
cers and offices are not particulaily expre ſled, but left to the 
diſcretion of the Chat The reaſous that they alleage a- 
gainſt this, are in eſtect none, and their obiections . 
reaſons, not worthie to bee mentioned. 


VVV | 
T Verie officer in the Churche, muſt bee placed in ſo 
calling warranted by the word of God, and ſome cone 
# pregation mult haue ncede of ſuch a one, be fore hee 
be called to any function. Wherein are theſe propoſitions. 

1- No calling is lawfull in the Churche, but that which is The g4 
directly warraunted out of the worde, vnto him that exccu- propoktie 
tail i. KIT, 5 en. 

The BB. and their adherents thinke otherwiſe, as their 
practiſe in ordeyning Archbiſhops, L. Biſhops, Deans, Arch- 

deacons, Chauncellours, Officials, &c. doth plainly declare. 

1 The name and office of an Archb. is contratie to the The ſceond 
word of Gd. Propolition 
. - No man may be ordained vnto any office in the church 
vntill there be ſuch a place voide as he is fit for: T. C. i. booke 
page 61. 1 5 4 e 
8 They thinke otherwiſe, as their making of ſo many Mini- 
ſters at once prooucth, and as is holden, M hurgift, page 222. 

1 The firſt is prooued thus: If Iohn was conſtrained to pvc. fo 

prooue his Minitterie out of the ſcriptures when the Prieſtes the firſt pro 
accuſed him: then is no calling lawfull, that hath not his poſition, 
warrant in the worde, for if any bee priuiledged, the extraor- lohy.23.25, 
dinarie Miniſters(whereof he was one)are ſpecially excepted: 
But hee proucth his Miniſterie by the worde, as appearcth by 
his anſwere vnto them, in the 24. verſe; Therefore jew 0 
ling is lawful in the Church, that hath not his warrant in the 
worde. F | 
1 Ihe callinges vnder AP i haue as good 
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0 warrant as they had vuder the lawe, becauſe the light of the 
Goſpellis( at the leaſt) as cleare as that ef the lawe. But there 

Was neuer any lawfull calling vnder the law(excepting thoſe 

— that were by mytaculous manner confirmed from heaven) 
which had not his direct warrant out ofthe word. Therefore 

no calling is lawfull in the Churche, which is not directlie 
warranted in the worde. dre] ER 

Numb. 16 3 If Corath, Dathan, and Abiram(thoughe they were 

Levites)were puniſhed for that they had no warrant for that 

which they preſumed to take in hand, then is cuerie Jawfull 

calling, both in generall warranted out of the word, and par- 

ticulatly laid vpon the parties from the Lorde: But the for- 

mer is true, as the Hiſtorie teacheth vs: Therefore muſt the 


1 


latter needes be true alſo. e 

4 That which giueth comfort vnto a man in the time 

bodl his troubles, muſt haue a warrant out of Gods worde: But 
eucry lawfull calling giueth comfort vnto a man in the time 
of his troubles: Therefore cucric lawfull calling hath a war- 

rant out of Gods word. . 1k 7 

5 That which helpeth Gods people forward in godlines, 

muſt haue a warrant out of Gods worde: for God ws pro- 

miſed a bleſſing to his owne ordinance onlit: But euer law- 

full calling in the Church, helpeth Gods people forwarde in 
godlines: Therefore cuecric lawtullcalling LT a wartant out 


of Gods worde. 6 | 5 6 
zen- Therefore if Iohn did prooue his calling out of the Scrip- 
8 tures, if euerie calling vnder the lawe, was warranted out of 


the ſcriptures: if Corath, &c. were puniſhed for enterprilivg 
that which they had no warrant for out of the ſcriptures: if 
comfort in troubles commeth onely from the ſcriptures: and 
| laſtly, if cuery help to godlines is warranted in the ſcriptures: 
4 then, &c. 125 185 r 

They confeſſe all theſe reaſons to bee true, but due de- 

nie chat the Archbiſh. lord Biſh.&c. bee diſtinct Miniſters 

from others. Whitgift pag. 303. which wee hold T. C. 2. 
booke pag. 438. and proue it thus. 9 

I Thoſe thinges that haue diuers efficient cauſes, are di- 
mers: Our BB. and the Miniſters of che worde haue diuers 


e 


Or D39c:2:9:42 1's. 19 
efficient cauſes, for the one is the ordinance of God, the other 
the conſtitution of humane pollicie, as themſelues doe con- 
felle: Therefore they are diſtinct Miniſters from others. 

2 Adiucrs forme maketh diners things: the Miniſters of 
the word, and the Lord Biſhops haue diucrs formes: for theic 
ordination (euen in the Church of England) is diuers, ſecing 
one Lord Biſhop may orda ine a Miniſter: But there mult be 
three to ordaine oncof them: therefore they are diſtinct Mi- 
nilters. | 

3 Members of one diuiſion are diſtinct one from ano- 
ther: the L. Biſhops and ordinarie miniſters bee members 
of one diuiſion: for vſually the Miniſters bee diuided into 
the tulers, and them that ate to bee ruled: therefore they are 
diſtinct Miniſters. | +1 

4 The things that have divers effects, are diuers in thera 
lues one fiom another: the L. BB. and other Miniſters haue 
diuers effects, for the one effecteth rule and gouernment, the 
other ſubiection and obedicnce ; Therefore they are diuers 
- anddiftir.t Miniſters. LY 
5; They that be imployed about diuersthinges are diuers 
one from another: The L. BB. and the ordinaric Miniſters, be 
imployed about divers things, for the one is exerciſed in ge- 
nefall view of many congregations, and the other in the par- 
ticular diiection of one: Therefore they bee diſtin Mini- 
ſters. E „ 
6 That which is perpetuall, and that which may be taken 
away by men, are diſtinct one from another: The office of 
the Miniſter is perpetuall, Epheſ. 4. 13. and the Biſhops may 
be taken away as the mſelues doe confeſſe: Thertore they are 

diuers, and diſtinct Miniſters. 


Thcrfore if the Miniſters of the worde, and Lord BB. pro- +. 1 
ceede from diuets cauſes: if they haue their being by diucrs dluſion. 


formes: if they be members of one diuiſion, which (in na- 
ture) cannot bee one: if they produce diuets effects: if they 
bet exerciſed about diuers ſubiectes: Laſtly, if the one bee 
perpetuall, and the other but for atime, then muſt it needes 
follow, that they are diuers and diſtinct Miniſters one from 
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Thes. pro- | Tha name of an «Archbiſhop,and alſo the office that 
| poſition & beo executeth, ic contrarie to the worde 
rea ſons for cs f of God. | 115 4 
= ie roofs Firſt the reaſons that prooue it vnlawful to giue the name 
That the vnto any man in the church,are theſe, | 
name of 1 No man may haue the name giuen him, which is pro- 
archd may per to our Sauiour Ieſus Chriſte: But che name of Archbi- 
3 * thop is proper vnto our Sauiour leſus Chriſte, as appeareth 
1. Pet. g. 4. in the places quoted: therefore no man may haue the name 
Heb. 13. 20. of Archb. giuen vnto him. 5 
Acker. 3.45. l the name of Pope be therefore odious, becauſe of that 
Te br.12,z; Antichriſte, who is intituled therewith, then muſt alſo the 
name of Archbiſhop, when it is aſcribed vnto any morrtall 
man, for ſo much as it is the title of a ſpeciall member of that 
kingdome of Antichriſt: But the former is true cuen by their 
one confeſſion. Mhitgift pag. 300. Therefore mult £ lat- 


ter be true alſo. 


But they obiect diuers things againſt this, for the proo- .| 


Odiections ying of the name Archb.to bee lawfully giuen vnto ſome 
for the. men, which together with their anſweres doe brieflie fol- 


name of | 
Archb.and lowe. | | 
anfweres 1 Obiection. Clemens alloweth of thoſe names, as Poly- 
I dot reporterh, lib. 4. cap. 12. | , 
3 1 Anſwere. Polydor is but the reporter, and M. Iewel hath 
Page. 31 * . . | . 
prooucd evidently againſt Harding, that Clemens is coun- 


terfeite, and worthie of no credite. 


Obiettion. Eraſmus faith that Titus was an Archbiſhop. 
VUnſſere. He ſpake as the times were wherein hee liued: 
but that proueth not that he helde him one in deed, no more 
then our naming of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, when 


ee ſpeake of him, ptoueth that wee like pnbalioey his au- 


: thoritie. 5 
3 Obiection. Anacletus faith that Iames was the firſt Arch- 
biſhop of leruſalem. radia 


Anſwere. He is forged{as out anſweres to the Papiſts haue 
ſhewed) but a witnes of bettet credite calleth him only a Bi- 
ſnop, Euſeb. lib. 2. cap. 23. and Simon biſhop after him, lib. ;. 

ca. Z. And = ich lib. 4. ca. 63. chat the Apoſtles ordained 


EL 
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Biſhops 


On, Dri8enniiNg .33 
Biſhops everie where, making no mention of Archbiſhop. 
4 Obiection. The Councell of Nice Canon 6. mentioneth 
a Metropolitan Bithop. it Sera thi 146 
Anſwere. That prougth nothing, for it was only as much 
as to ſay, the Biſhop of the chiefe cutie, e 
Secondly the reaſons that prooue the office of the Arch- 
bi ſhopvnlawfullbe theſe: 1 
1 Euerie Miniſterie that is lawfull, muſt be of God: The 
office of the Archbiſhop is not of God, for that he is not de- 
ſctibed in the worde, and them ſelues confeſſe that hee is of 
humane pollicie: Therefore the office of the Archbiſhop is 
volawtul.;: H 41d 45 | 300-90 Gr F 
21 That Miniſterie whoſe originall is vnknowen, hath no 
. warrant from Gods worde, and conſequently is vnlawfull: 
The originall of the Archb. is vnknowne as they confeſſe, 
Muitegift pag.; 51. Therefore it is vnlawfoll. | 
I hat office which is needles in the church is alſo vn- 
lawfull to bee exerciſed in the ſame: The office of the Arch» 
biſhop is needleſſe, ſor the Miniſterie is perfect without it, as 
the Apoſtle proueth, Epheſ. 4. 13. Therefore the office of an 
Archb. is vnlawfull. | | 7 We 
4 If all the gifts needfull forthe preſecting of the church, 
be appropriated vnto other Miniſteries, then is his Miniſterie 
vnlawfull: But all the needefull giftes are appro Yriated vnto 
Paſtours, Doctours, Elders and D 1 is none: 
Therefore his office is vnlawfull. 3 
That office is vnlawful, which none may lawfully give: 
But none may lawfully beſtowe the office of an Archbithop, 
becauſe none can giue any new gifts to adorne him withal: 
Therefore his office is vnlawfull.,  ' © 
This reaſon beeing vſed of all ſounde diuines againſt the 
Pope, is of the ſame value againſt the Archbiſhop. © _: | 
s I che office of an Archbiſhop bee lawefull,then.itis ei- 
her in teſpect of his excellẽcie aboue other men, vn the place 
whereof he is aboue other places: But neit 7 Want 
! crea newer bend ſier em bees, eee 3 
Inlaw Th 


That the o 
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vnlawfull 


"22 A Du one TRATION 
if the originall of it bee vukrowne: if in the Churche it 
be necdleile: if all the giftes that God hath beſtowed vppon 
his Miniſterie bee appropriated vnts tl ſe Church officers, 
— whereot he is none: if none may law lly beſtowe luch an 
office vpon any : if it can neither bee incident vnto any one 
man for his excellencie, nor his place for preheminence: 
then mult it needes follow, t hat his office is vnlawfull, 
Caluiu in his Inſtitut. booke 4. cap. il. ſect. . alleadgeth 
diuets reaſons to this purpoſe, and Beza in his booke of Di- 
uorcements, ſtretcheth the ſame to all the inferiout officers 
under hit, laying: Officials, Proctouts, Promotours, and all 
that ſwiniſh filth, now of long time hath waſted the church. 
So doth Peter Mattyr vppon the Rom. 13. ſpeaking againſt 
ciuill luriſdiction in Biſhops, doth by the ſame — con- 
_ demneitin their ſubſtitutes. | 
But this being the corner ſtone of their building, they la- 
bour to ſupport it with many props the moſt ſpeciall wet- 
© of arethele. | E eee e 
I Obiection. Cyptan ſaith, lib 1. Epiſt. ad Cornelium, Nei- 


2 ther haue herches and ſchiſmes riſen of any other occaſioh, 
fice ot the thenof that, that the Prieſt of God is not obeyed, neither one 
Archb. and Pricſt for the time, and one ludge for the time in ſteede of 
e © Chriſt thought vppon, to home if the whole brotherhood 
ereunto . woulde'bee obedient according to Gods teaching, no man 
voulde mobue anything „ the Colledge of Prieſts. 
a 


Anſwere. This place is alleadged for the Pope, and the 
\ * anſwere that M. lewel and othets make to it, ſerueth our 
turne: onely let this be noted, that Cyprian ſpeaketh of the 
people at Rome, that had teceiued another Biſhop (beſides 
Coruclius)w ho was an heretike : for all the courſe of his 
* writings, condemneth this ſuperioritie. It is expoounded by ſj, 
wel, booke 1, ſect. 4. diuiſion 5.of euery Biſhop: and ſo | 
it by M. Nowel againſt Dorman, booke 1. pag. 2. and al 
1 © T2 7 * : 4; fol. 93. See T. C. in his 1. rephe pa e. 
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ofthe Archbiſhop preſcruett 0 
„ On op 
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ved by the agreement of Bilhoppes, that is of Miniſters, one 


with another. 


grow to many heades without any ſpeciall temedie. 


Anſwere. Cyprian lib. 1.Epiſt. 1 3. aich that the plentifull 


bodie and companic of Elders, are (as it were) the glewe of 


mutuall concord, that if any of out company be authour, of, __ | 


hereſie the reſt thould helpe. Ss 
4 Obieltuon. Ierome vppon Tit. i. ſaith, that in the begin- 


ning a Biſhop and Prieſt( meaning a teaching Elder) were all 
one: but when men began to ſay, lam of Paul, lam of Apol- 


lo, &c. It was decreed that one ſhoulde bee choſen to beare 
tule ouer the reſt. | | 
Anſwere.. From the beginning it was not ſo: the ſaying 

ef Tertul. contra Prax. is fit for this: that is true whatloc ucr 
is firſt, and that is falſe what ſoeuer is latter: and lerome ſaith 
in the place alleaged, that this authoritie is by cuſtome and 
not by any inſtitution of God, if it had been the beſt waye 
to take away diuiſions, the Apoſtles (in whoſe times the con- 
uouertſies did ariſe) would haue taken the fame order. 
Obiectiõ. Caluin ſaith that che Apoſtles had one among 
them to gouerne the reſt. ve Ds 

- Anſwere. That was not in ſuperioritie, but for order to 
propound the matters, gathet the voyces & ſuch like, which 
s mecteto be in euery well ordered meeting: but his autho- 
ntie is no more ouer thereſt, then the ſpeaker in the Parlia- 
nent hath ouer the other knights and Burgeſles, 

6 Obrettion. Paul was ſuperior ro Timothie and Titus. 

* Anſwere. Paul and they had divers offices, whereof the A- 
oſtles office was the chicfe, the like is to bee ſaide of Timo- 
ie and Tu us, hauing ſuperiotitie ouer the other Miniſters, 
a they were Euangeliſts, a degree aboue ordinarie Mi- 

ers. 1 


the Biſhops among themſe lues: if his authoritic make no- 
ming to the taking away of conttouerſies: if it bee meerely 
vented by man, and not from the beginning: if it bee by 

1 cuſtome 
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Obiection. It compoundeth cõttouerſies, that els would 
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© Therefore if the placealleaged out of Cyprian, make no- The con: 
Ting for the Archb.itvoitic be nor preſeruced by him, bur by lußon. 
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cùſtome, and not by any ordinaunce of God: if neither one 
. oucr the teſt, nor any of chem ouer the Euangeliſtes, 
not of the Euangeliſts ouet the Paſtours and Teachers, will 
ſetue to ptoue their authoritie: then mult it needes followe, 
that it is vttetly vnlawfull. TE. ; 
No man may be ordained vnto any office in the Church, 
The 3. pro- vntill thete be ſuch a place voide as hee is fit for, T. C booke 
poſition & . pag. 61. Mhirgift, pag. 222. 1 Oarhd 
reaions for 1 As was the 12. place fot Matthias, ſo is a certain church, 
mY to every Church officer: But Matthias was notordained vu- 
ET the place of an Apoſtle, vntill ludas by hanging himmſelſe 
had made it voide, Act. 1. 20. Therefore may none be otdai- 
ned vnto any office in the Church, before the place where he 
may be imployed, be deſtitute of ſuch a one. 
2 As the Apoſtles did in planting ofthe churches, ſo muſt 
it be done in the building thereof for euer: But they ordei- 
ned neirher Paſtout, Teacher, Elder, or Deacon, butto ſome 
certaine church that had need thercof: Therfore may none 
be ordained vnto any office, vntill a place be voide that hath 
need of him. 5 | 

3 Thoſe thinges that be of one beginning,continuance, 
and ending, cannot bee one, before or after another: But a 
Miniſter,and the execution of his Miniſterie in a lawful ſtan- 
ding be ſo, for they be relatiues, and haue reference one vnte 
the other: Therfore a Miniſter ought not to be ordained be- 
fore there be a Miniſterie whereunto he is to be allotted. 

4 If none ought to be called to be a thepheard, that bath 
no flocke of ſheepe to keepe : neither any watchman, that is 
not allotted to e to watch : then may none bee or- 
dained to any office, before there be a place void for him: for 
Miniſters arc in this ſenſe tearmed ſhephcards and watch- 
men: But the former is true, as euery ſimple man can calilis 
ä : Therefore the re is true alſo. 0 

To doc contrary to the precepts and practiſe of the A- 

is vnlawfull 2 Bue when any officer, withouts 
certaine place wherein he may bee imployed, is coiitrarie o 
the precepts and practiſe ofthe Apoſtles, as it appeareth, Tit. 
1. f. Act. 14.23. herfotero ordaine any officer af dhe chu 


ü Ov: enn A bp 
withouta certaine place wheteunto he is to be allotted, is vn- 


- 


ſpecially in a Church, citie ot toẽne. 


voide: and in what Church one is intitul ed, let him there te- 


8 Hee complaineth that Miniſters were ordained, beci 


+» 


certaine place. 5. 8 
9 Thar action, which ncuer is read to be practiſed, but by 
idolators is vnlaw full: To haue wandering officers, is onely 
ſound to be in idolatets, as appeateth ludg 47.8. Therefore it 
is Vnlaw full. ie 


6 lt was ordained that no Elder, Deacon, ot any other Ec- Conncel 
eleſiaſticall officer, ſhoulu be ordatned a Apolelymenos, that Calced. ca. 
islooſcly, or lat at taadoneſhut as afterwarde is expounded) 4.15. 


7 The ordination that is made withour a title, let it bee Concil Vr- 


um teſt. 
Grat. di. 70. 


choſen by no church, and fo went here arid there, hauing uo News _ 


Therfore, If the Apoſtles ordained not Matthias, vntill the The concla 
place was voide: if iu planting of Churches, they euer allot- fon. 


ted officers to their proper places. if Miniſter and Miniſterie 
be of one beginning, continuancc and ending: if it bee with 
a Miniſtet and his miniſterie, as with a ſhephearde and his 
loc ke, that hee cannot bee the one, but in teſpect of having 
the other: if it be lau full to tranigreſſe the precepts and pta- 
ctiſe of the Apoſtles: if no Miniſler in the church bee ordai- 


ned at randone: if che ordination that is without a title 


bee voide: if lerome complaine d of it, as a great fault in his 
ume : if no example be found of it. but in Idolaters: them it 
muſt needes followe, that to ordaine any Church-officet, 
vntill there be ſuch a place voide as he is fit fot, is vttetly vn- 
law ful: and ſo the Bb. making of manie Miniſters at once, & 
licencing of wandering Preachers, is contrarie to the worde 
They will haue ſomething to ſay fot euery action they do 
be it neuer ſo ſhameful: that which they alleagde for this, is, 
that Paul and Barnabas did wander. e 
I The Apoſtles office (and fo the Euangeliſts as aſſiſtants vn- 
to them) was to pre ach the worde, e e beer e. in e- 
cry pact of the worlde: but the order 5 


es 0s 


LI 


they left, is a Ito | 
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ſident for vs; which is that cuerie Churche haue their proper 
officers, and that there be no other cls where to be found. 


** 0 Dar. 3% 
Our aſſer- V Verie church · officer, ought to execute the office com- 
tion. E. mitted vnto him, with all faithfull diligence, and con- 
| ſequently bee continuallic reſident vppon his charge, 
„ I-Gbogite % 
| Theirafſer- The denie not the propoſition, but the conſequent that is 
uon. inferted vpon it, as ee, their writings, Whurgift pag. 
146. and by their day lie practiſe in giuing diſpenſauons for 
many benefices. The reaſons we alleage to proue the neceſ- 
ſitie of petpetuall reſidence, and the alan ales of nonreſi- 


„ - 


4 


dence be theſe that follow. . | 

I A ſhepheard hath a flocke to the ende to feede it conti- 
nually: The Miniſter is a ſnepheard, and his charge a flocke: 
Therefore he ought to frede it continually, and eonſequent- 
ly to be perpeti eſident, for how can he feede them ftõ 
v hom he is abſent. Fe $1.2: 0 | N 

2 Where God doth place any man, there his continuall 
trauaile is necdfull, for God is moſt wiſe in diſpoſing euerie 
thing : But God placeth euery right Miniſter over that peo- 
ple which is his charge: Therefore his continuall trauaile is 
needful there, and conſequently he may not diſcontinue. 

3; Hockes that are in danger, are (by carefull ſhepheards) 
watched night and day, Luke 2. 8. Euery con ion is 2 
flocke in danger, for the enemie goeth about like a roating 
lyon, 1. Pet. 5. S. and ſoweth tates whileſt men ſleepe. Matth. 
13. 25. Therefore euery congregation;is to be watched night 
and day by the Miniſter — and conſequently hee may 
-nothenonrefidenty”” > fo 46d git he Wager: 

4 If his duetie to them requireth ſo muche trauaile, as 
may continually ſer him on work, then may he not bee non- 
reſident: But it is euident (that it doth ſo) to all them that ei · 

ther know by the worde of God, what ſtudie, prayer, doctrine 
exhortation, &c. bee required of him, or maketh any conſci- 
ence of giuing account for the ſoules committed to their 


4 


PPV 27 

© 5 Wrhe Miniſter cannot apply himſelfe fruitfully, to the 

capacity of his people, vnleſſe he haue particular know 2 

of their diſpoſition, and capacitie, then is it not lawfall foi 

him to be nonrefident : for by continuall reſidence among 
them, he may know them and not els: But the former is true, 
as the ſmall knowledge that the people get by generall tea- 
ching, doth euidently declare: Therefore it is not law full for 

him to be nonteſidentt. n 

s lf the Miniſters of the Goſpell, bee as narrowly tied to 

their charges, as the Prieſts vnder the law, then may they not 

be noareſident: For they were alwaies teadie in the Temple, 
to anſwere the doubts, 1. Sam. 1. 9. But it is cleare that che 
are, becauſe men are now as hardly trained vnto godlineſſe, 
and the enemie is as wrathfull as hee was then: Therefore 
they may not be nonreſident. | 
7 If the Miniſter muſt be an example to his people, then 
mult he bee daily preſent with them, that they may beholde 
him: But the former is true, x. Tim. 4. 12. Therfore is the lat- 

r 179 3643 430 totigd 03 fifa - 
8 Hee hom the ſheepe axe to follow in and out, & muſt 

know by the voyce, ought to bee continually among them: 

A good Miniſter of the worde is ſuch a one, loh. 10.4. Ther- 

fore he muſt be reſident among them. 13 

9' None can bee alwayes readie to feede his flocke, that is 
abſent from it: Eucry Miniſter muſt be alwaies ready to feed 
his flocke, becauſe it dependeth vpon him, I. Pet. 5.2.There- 
fore euery Miniſter is to be reſident with his flocke. 

10 Hee that muſt take heede to his flocke, watch ouer it, 

and feede it, muſt be reſident continually with it: Euery Mi- 

niſter muſt doe ſo, Actes 20. 28. Therefote, &c. 

11 lf Satan be the cauſe of nonreſidence, then is it vtter- 
lievnlawfull : But Satan is the cauſe of it, 1. Theſ. 2. 17. 18. 
Therefore it is vtterly vnlaw full. wit ot has 

12 That which abridgeth the loue of God to his people, 
and comfort to the Miniſter, that ſame is vnlawfull : Bur not 

to be reſident doth both: Therefore it is valawfull; 1 

13 Thar which hindereth the louing familiaritie that 

ſhoulde bee berwixt the Miniſter and his "IF ſame is 

"If 2 Vie 


* 
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voliwfull : But nonreſidence doth ſo, fut it maketh them 
ſtraunge one to another, and argueth ſmall loue in him to- 
wards them: Therefore it is vnlaw full. Ne eee 
14 Jo be abſent from them that haue intereſt in vs, and 
continuall need of vs, is vnlawfull, which wee can ſee to bee 
true in our ſeruants, &c. But the congregation hath an inte- 
teſt in the Miniſter, and continuall neede of him: Therefore 
it is vnlawfull for him to be abſent from them. 
I lf the Prieſtes might not dwell farre from the Temple, 
then may not Miniſters bee nonteſident: But the former is 
true, as appeareth by this, that they had houſes builded cloſe 
to the Temple, 1. Chron. 28. 13. Iherc fore the latter is true 
alſo, ſeeing the reſidence of the one is as needful as che other, 
as appeateth in the ſixt reaſon. 


* 


Concil Ni. 16 Let no Clarke be placed in two charges, for it is fil- 
canon 15. thie marchandize; and no man can ſerue two maiſters, and 


euery one muſttarrie in that place whereynto he is called. 


Conc. to. 2. 17 Damaſus compateth them that ſer over their charges 


to others, to hatlottes that put out their children, that they 
may giue them ſelues to luit the ſooner. 


Theod. Ib. 18 lt was ordayned that none, eyther B or Elder, ſnoulde 


-goe from citie to citie. 
Therefore, if a Miniſter haue the charge of a flocke com- 


The conclu mitted vnto him, to the ende to feede it: it God place men, to 


the ende to haue them there imployed: if flockes in daunger 
haue neede of continuall watche : if the Miniſters duetic to 
his flocke require th all that trauayle that he can petforme: if 
he can not be ftuitfullie profitable vnto them. without con- 
tinuall teſidence: if his reſidence be as ſtrictlie required as 
theirs vnder the lawe: if he cannot be a paterne vnto them 
without he be reſident: if they can not follow him, not know 
him if he be abſent: if he cannot bee alwayes readie to frede 
his flocke, vnles he be there: if he cannot take heede to them, 
feede them, and watc he ouer them, without his preſence: i 
Catan be the authour of nonteſidencie:if his abſence abridge 
| Gods loue to them, and comfort from him ſelſe: if abſen 
be an hinderance to the louing ſamiliaritie that ſhoulde bee 
betvixt him and them: if ihey haut intereſt in him, & con. 
2 1 © | NY | dini | 
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tinuall neede of him: if he may no more be abſent, then the 
prieſtes dwell from the Temple: if the Councell of Nice did 

vpon gun grounds forbid it: if abſence bee like to the * 
tiſe of an hatlot: if it be not lawfull to goe frõ place to place, 
then is nonreſidence vnlawful, and the practize thereof con- 
trarie to the worde of God. Fe 
The bellie (for which nonreſidencie is defended and pra- | 
ctixzed) hath no eares, therefore it is that they heare not 
| theſe euident ſoundes, yet haue they verie little to ſay for 
it, lo grofle is the error thereof: ſo much as hath any ſhew 
of reaſon, is here ſet downeand an{wered, ' 
I Obiection. Two pariſhes may bee vnited, why then may 
not one hauechargeof them both before, when they be two. 
Anſwere. Becauſe one ſhephearde may keepe one flocke 
though it be great, but he can not keepe two, being very lit- 
dle, and going in diuers paſtures. agayne, one man may haue 
ſo many flockes as he can lead in and out euery Sabboth, to 
the exerciſes of religion, which is very playne chat he cannot 
doe, to more then one Congregation. 
- 2 Obiection Pariſhes were deuided by men, as eſpecially by 
Denis the Monke, Pope of Rome. 5 
Aunſwwere. That is vntrue, for the Apoſtles deuided the 
Church into Congregations, and placed Elders ouer euerie 
one of them, as the whole courſe of the Actes and Epiſtles of 
the Apoſtles prooueth: and Mhitgift confeſſeth page 250. 
Therefore theſe miſtes, notwithſtanding nonreſidencic, muſt 
nee des be vnlawfull: and certainly thole that haue any ſpar- 
kle of conſcience, feare of God, ot loue to their flockes, will 
neuer defende it, much leſſe enter into the practiae of it. 


6 Camara: I 
I I belongeth to the Church, to make choiſe of thoſe offi- Our aſſir- 
|< which Chriſt would haue placed in the ſame: T. C. on. 
2. booke 1.part.pag. 193. Ecckſiaſt. Diſcip. fo. 40. & Whi- 
ift confeſſeth it pag. 164. 5 
They denie this, as their denying of all the arguments that 
be — for it doeth prooue, Mhitgift pag. 1 54; 166. &c. 
and their practize of allowinge patrons, and allo being ſuch 
| DD 3 theme 
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them (clues doeth euidentlie declare. 
If the former be ptoued true, then the latter muſt returne 


to Antichriſt, Which is thus declare. 
1 That which was the continuall and conſtant practiſe of 
the Church in the time of the Apoſtles, that ſame is to be fol- 
lowed for euet, which appe areth by this, that the ordinances 
iuen from God by Paule, 1. Tim. 6. 14. are enioyned to bee 
pt vntill Chriſt come to iudgement: But it was the cõſtant 
and the continuall practize — 5 Churches, the in to haue a 
ſtroke in the choyſe of their owne eccleſiaſticall officers, Act. 
I. and 26. where the Apoſtles preſented two, to the peoples li- 
king: whereof God was to be prayed vnto, to make one an A- 
pn Act. 6. 3. where the Church is willed to chooſe their 
eacons,andAR.14.2 5.where they gaue their conſent in the 
chooling of their Elders , by the ſtretehing foorth of their 
handes: Therefore it belongeth to the church to chooſe their 
owne Church. officers, A 5 
2 If the people had an intereſt in their liking of their tea - 
ching Leunes, (which were of the tribe of Aaron) then much 
more muſt the people now, for there was greater likelihood, 
that they were ſent of God, then any of the common ſorte of 
men: But the former is true, as appereth by the maner of the 
ſetting of them aſide vnto that oſſice in the la we: Therefore 
muſt the latter necdes be true alſo. Th 
3 That which partayneth vnto all, ought to be approued 
of all che Congregation: But every Miniſterie in the Church 
pertayneth to all the congregation : Therefore, authoritie to 
approoue of them, pertayneth to all the congregation. 

4 That election which is moſt effectuall to bring the peo- 
ple to obedience, is of all other the beſt, and to abridge it, is 
vnlawfull: But election by common conſent, is moſt effec- 
tuall to bring the people to obedience, when they ſhall ſee 
him teache or tule, whome they them ſelues haue choſen: 

Therefore election by the Church, is the beſt, and all other 
kindes of elections vnlaw full. 
Tbat election whiche procureth greateſt reuerence of 
the people to their Teachers and Rulers is meeteſt, and all o- 
chers vulawfull: But for the people to conſent in the electi- 
>. x04 | n 
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on of their Gounernours, procureth greateſt reuerence, in 
their heartes towardes them: Therefore election by the peo- 
ple is che beſt, and all others be vnlawfull. 

Tieſtimonies of the ancient Writers. 

6 The Miniſter ſhould be choſen (the people beeing pre- 
ſent) in the eyes of all, and (ſhould be by the common iudge- Cyprian 
ment and teſtimonie approoued worthie and fitte, &c. Ther- 2 ts 

fore this is the lawfull vocation by the word of God, where Pa 
thoſe which are choſen, bee appointed by the conſent and 

approbation of the people. For which alſo, hee bringeth di- 
uers authorities out of the Scriptures. | | 

7 That is truely and certainlie a diuine ele ction of a Bi- A broſe 

ſhop, which is made by the whole Church. epiſt 82. 
2 4 Let the people haue authoritie to chooſe their Clarkes ran ad 
and Miniſters. bats ; Pn 

9 They runne (ſpeaking of the life of the Clarkes) to Bi- Ad Nepo- 
ſhops ſuffragans certaine times of the yeate, and bringinge tianum. 
ſome ſumme of money, they ate anoynted and ordayned, This is 
being choſen of none, and afterwarde the Biſhop without a- right our 
nie lawfull election, is choſtn in huggermuger of the Ca- Englim fa- 
nons, or Prebendarics onely, without the knowledge of the 

pple. 

8 In the Oration of the death of his Father, approueth 
the election by the people, at large, and confuteth them that 
would hinder it. 1 

11 When he appointed Eradius to ſucceede him, ſayeth, Auguſtin, 
it was the approued right & cuſtome, that the whole church 
ſhould eyther chooſe ot conſent vnto their Biſhop. 

12 Antimius chooſing a Biſhop without the peoples cõ- Baſil. epi. 3 
ſent, filled all Armenia with ſedition. 2 3 

13 Why did Petercõmunicate the election with the Diſ- Chriſoſt. ia 
ciples? leaſt the matter ſhould haue turned to a braule, and . 
haue fallen to acontention. 3 5 


NazianZes 


T eftimonies of the generall (buncels. n 5 
14 It is meete that you ſhould haue power, both to chooſe Conil Ni. 
and to giue their names chat are worthie to bee amonge the teſte Theo. 
Cleargie, and to doe all thinges abſolutely according the 
wes 
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lawcs and decrees of the Church, ard if it happen any to dye 
in che Church, then choſe which were laſt taken, are to bee 
promoted,to the honour of him that is dead, if they be wur- 
The ſame thie, andi it the people chooſe them. 8 | 


eee 
7 ſeale vp rhe election with them. ; 


Conc.con 16 In an Epiltle e Damalus, Ambroſe, bee, layeth, Wee | 


ſtan. tet. tri haue ordayned Nectarius Biſhop of Conſtantinople, &c. the 

ES whole cite decreting the fame; and Fliuianus was appoin- 
ca p. iq. de . «2 5s | | 

| ted Biſhop of Antiach, the whole citie appointing him. 

Concil.car, 17 When he hath bin examined in all theſe, and founde 

mc inſtructed, then let him bee ordayned Biſhop, by the 

| common conſent of the Clearkes and lay people. ; 

eue is Let not him be counted a prieſt in the Church, whom 

diſt. fl. — ene people of that Citie, where he is, doe not 

Concil. Ga 19 lf any Biſhop after the death of his predeceſſut, be cho. 

bil. can. 10. ſen of any, but of the Biſhops ef the ſame province, & ofthe 

Clcargic and Citizens, let another be choſen: and if it bet o- 

thetrwiſe, let the ordination be voyde and of none effect. 

Tieeſimonies out of the Emperours la wr. 

Iuſti. in co. 20 Following the doctrine of the holy A poltles, &c. wee 

ordayne, that as oft as it thall fall out, that the Miniſters place 

ſhalbe voyde in any citie, that voyces be given of the inhabi- 

ters of that citie, that hee (of three whiche fot their right 

faith, holines of life, & other things, are moſt apptooued) bee 

choſen to the Bilhopricke which is moſte meete of them. 

2 21 Being not ignorant of the holy canons: that the holy 

| 25 acrorũ Church ſhould vſe her honour the more freely. we aſſent vn · 

canonum. to the eccleſiaſticall order, ĩhat the Biſhops be choſen, by the 

election of the Cleargie and people. 1 

Lodouieus 2 He decteed. thac he ſhould be Biſhop of Rome, whom 

Caro. filuws all the people of Rome ſhould conſent to chooſe. : 

Platina ia 23 Lodouicke the ſeconde, commaunded by his letters, 

vita Adria- the Romanesto chooſe their one Bi hop, not looking for 


ai ſecundi. . other mens voyces, which (being ftraungers ) could not lo 


well teil what was done in the common wealth, where: they 
were ſtraungers,and that it appartayned tothe citizens. ” 


t5 Let the people chooſe and the Biſhop approoue, and 


Or DrecreriNng . 
14 Let the people (ſayeth Otho the Emperour) cone 
and I will approoue it. Te 4 
| ne teſtimonies of the newe writers. 

25 The newe writers, as M uſculus, in his common pla- 
ces, in the title of Magiſtrates: Bullinger vpon 1. Tim. 4. Cal- 
uin Inſtitut. hbooke 4. chap. z. ſect. i. Harmon. confeſ. Hel- 
uet.chap. 18. and many others are on our ſide in this behalf. 

26 If there be none that write againſt it, but the papiſtes, 
and no argumentes vſed againſt it, but thoſe whiche be bor- 
rowed out of the popiſhe writers: then doeth it belong to the 
Church, to chooſe their ow ne Church-officers: But the for- 
mer is true, as all that doe read them, that write of this argu- 
ment doe knowe, and as is manifeſt, by comparing Pighiua, 
Hoſius, &c. with Whitgift: Therefore the latter is true allo. 

_ © Therefore ſeeing the intereſt of the Church in chooſing of 
their Church-ofticers, is grounded vpon the worde of God, =o cõelu· 
both in commaundement, and continuall practize, both in T. C. ca 
the olde and newe Teſtament, ſeeing it is watranted by the booke, 1. 
light of common reaſon, ſeeinge it is commended vnto vs Pat. pa. 21 
by the manifolde practize of all auncient times, ſo long as a 
nie ſinceritie remayned, not only in the time of perſecution, 

but alſo of peace: ſeeing it hath bin confirmed by ſo manic 

bee Councells, and ratified by the decrees of ſo manie 

mperours: ſeeing it hath ſuch a cloude of witneſſes, both 
of ancient and latter times, of the beſt apptoued writers: ſee- 
ing none doe ſet them ſelues againſt it, but the papiſtes, or 
they that invade it onely with the ſame weapons that are fet- 
ched out of the popes armorie: it muſt needes followe, that 
it belongeth vnto the Church to chooſe their Church-offi- 
cers: and that the taking away of this freedom, abridgerh the 

Ts _ Chriſte hath endowed e eue wer . and 

bringeth her into bõdage, as Muſculus truly affirmeth. 

— againft thoſe things, are theſe: 1 
1 Obiection. They were then vnder the croſſe, fewe in num 
ber, and therefore it was eaſilie knowen who were fit. 

5 ere. The Goſpell was diſperſed thoroweout all A. 

and much of Europe, and they could leſſe keepe 

or meete, and therfore that * 8 vt 

| 2 


. 
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1 Obiection. We haue many hypocrites, to whom it were 
daungerous to committ ſuch waightie actions. 

Anſwere. It is true, that we haue many: but it is a princi- 
ple in hypocriſie, to bee forwardeſt in ſuch publike actions, 
that they may get fame thereby. ; 

3 Obiection. They had knowledge to doe it, but our peo- 
ple be ignoranted. | MOTO | 
Anſwere. We ſhould alſo finde our people to have know- 

ledge, if they had teaching: but howſocuet they chooſe, they; 
can not haue wotſe then ordinarily are choſen by the Biſhops 
and patrons. Ls. 7 5 3 

4 Obiection. The Church was not then eſtabliſhed. 
Anſwere. That is vnttue, for though it wanted the helpe 
of Magiſtrates, yet the Apoſtles could and did better eſtabliſh 
without them, then we can with the helpe of them: but if this 
order might be altered, it had bene fitter then, for nowe the 
Magiſtracie may compounde the differences of the Elders, 
which helpe then they lacked. 3 | 

5 Obiettion. Drunkards, papiſtes, &c. will chooſe them 
that be like them ſelues, and we knowe the beſt diſpoſed bee 
alwayes the feweſt, 558 1 ; 

Aunſwere. Such ate not of the Church, but without, 1. 
Cor. g. 12. and therefore are not to meddle in any holy acti- 
on: but if the people ſhould chooſe an vnmeete man, the el- 
derſhippe that gouerneth the action, is to reforme them: be- 
ſides this, if Gods order had hir place, the ſchooles of the pro- 
phetes would ſende them none, (for the miniſters eſpecially) 
to make choyſe of, but meete men, that whomſocuer they 

tooke, he ſhould be founde ſufficient. 8838 | 

6 Obiettion. Paule commaundeth 1. Timo. 5. 22. to laye 
his handes on no man raſhlie: therefore one did it. 


 Anſvere. He teacheth what to doe for his part, & though 
others would be raſhe,yet he ſhould not ioyne with them in 


it, as appeateth in the latter ende of that ſame verſe, for that 
is aſſcribed vnto him, whiche alſo belonged vnto others, be- 
cauſe he was the director: Caluine and Muſculus expounde 
the place ſo. | | SES 

7 Obieltion. The Councell of Laodicea, decreed, that the 
nk 8 ö peo- | 


Pe + 
2 
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people ſhould not elect, . 
Anſwere. That is, as Caluin taketh it vpon Actes 6. they 
might not elect alone, without the direction of ſome graue 
and good miniſter, which ſhould be the mauer in the 2 
ons, that (according to Gods worde) we deſire. | 


N 


„Sn 
One is to be admitted vnto any publike office in tho 
Church, vntill he be thorow lj examined by the El- 


page 38. Diſci Ecclclialt, fol. 46. They thinke one may doe 


it, as appeareth by the booke of ordering, &c. Mhitgift 
nr 35. and their ſhght paſſing it ouer, 3 2 


Archdeacons handes. 
T he former is proowed, and the latter diſprooned thus: 
1 Tholc that arc to ordayue, mult haue particular know- 


ledge of the parties to bee ordayned, (or cls they breake the 
rulc pteſcribed them, 1. Tim. 5.22.) whiche cannot be wich- 


out examination: But the Elderihippe is to ordayne euerie 
Church-· officer. as thall appeare in che Chap. of Ordination: 
Therefore it belongeth to the Elderſlup to examine, &c. 

2 The mattet of greateſt importance in the gouerument 
of the Church, mult be done by the moſt able gouuernouts 
of the ſame: The approuing or diſprouing of Church. offi- 
cers, is the matter of greatelt importance, becauſe the conſe- 
quence of ruling well is the beſt, or ill the worft: and the El- 


as (hall appeate inthe chap. of Elderſhip: Therefore the El- 
derſhip is to examine, c. | oo 155 
3 The way whereby a mans inſufficiencie is beſt eſpied, 
and his abilitie diſcerned, is the fitteſt to examine them that 
are to be admitted: But by the er ore of diuets) 
his inſufficiencie is beſt eſpied, and his abilitie beſt diſcerned, 
for the common prouerbe telleth vs, That many eyes doe fee 
more then one: Therefore it belongeth to the Elderſhip. c. 
4 They ate to examine Church officers, that ate leaſt ſub- 
ect to be blinded with partialitie: But = Elderſhipp is _ 
| | + ſu 


| derſhip, both concerning his ſtate of Chriſtiauitie, & 
abilitie ro that place whereto he is to be called, T. C. i. book, 


detihip is the Senate of inòſt able gouecrnours in the church, 


[ 
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ſubiect to partialitie, both for thatthey be many,who are not 
ſo eaſilie ouer-ruled by affection or fauour, as one, 2s alſo 
(and that eſpecially) for that it being the Lordes owne ordi- 
nance (as (hall appearc) wee are to perſwade our ſelues, that 
his ſpitit ſhall guyde them: Therefore it belongeth to the El- 
detſhip, &c. 
5 The way that was vſed in the Apoſtles time in exami- 
ning, is of ys to bee followed, vnles ſome reaſon out of the 
vorde to perſwade the conſcience, can be alleadged to the 
conttarie, which none haue euer yet done: But many vſed in 
the Apeſtles time to examine, as appeareth in chooſinge out 
one to be in the place of ludas, Act. 1. 22. 23. and fit men for 
Deacons, Actes. 6. 5. whereof the gouucrnours eſpecially 
' were ſome, for that they were to ordayne vpon knowledge, 
as is ſaide in the firſt reaſon ; Therefore it belongeth to - 
Elderſhip, &c. 12 8 
6 They whoſe teſtimonie the people may beſt credit, are 
to examine them that are to be admitted: but the people ma 
beſt credite the iudgement of a companie of able and ſuffi- 
cient men, which the Elderſhippe rightlie eſtabliſhed, muſt 
needes be: Therefore it belongeth to the Elderſhip,&c. 
7 Examination belongeth vnto them which may moſte 
- perſwade the people of his ſufficiencie, and ſo procure grea- 
teſt reuerence vnto him in his place: But the examination by 


the Elderſhip is ſuch: Therefore it belongeth to the Elder- 


— . :-.. EL, 
Perefore if they that are to ordayne, muſt examine: if it 
be a matter of greateſt waight in the gouuernement of rhe 
Church, and they the moſt able ie it: if by them bis 

ſufficiencie or infafficiencie be beſt founde out: if they bee 
hardlieſt carried away with affection or partialitie: if the exa- 
mination was ſuch in the Apoſtles time: if the people may 
(in reaſon) giue moſt credite to the examination that is by 
| ſuch: if that kindeof examination perſwade the people beſt 
of his ſufficiencie, and procure him greateſt reverence in his 
place: then muſt it needes followe, es partayneth to ihe 
Elderſhip to examine thoſe that are to be admitted to anie 


—— 
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here is nothing obiected againſt this, that hath anie 
ſhewe of reaſon in it, and therefore it were needles to ſet 
anie ching downe. 0 Bf. 
. Cn A p. 6. e 
N Efore conſent be giuen to any man vnto any calling in 
N the Church, it mult appeare ( by ſufficient triall, & due 
examination) that he is qualified with thoſe giftes, that 
the worde of God requireth in one of that place, Diſcip. Ec- 
cleſiaſt. fol. 44. T. C. z. booke, 1. part, page 368. and in manie 
other places. n le TORY tis 
They gainſay this in tyo points: firſt, in maintayning their 
teading miniſterie: ſecondlie, in gouerninge the Church, by 
their commiſſaries and officialls; whiche both ſhalbę ouer- 
throwen, if we prooue theſe two propolutions followinge, to 
be true by the worde of GG. 
No man oughtto bee receyued vnto the miniſterie, but 


ſayers. 


Fhe Church ought not to be gouerned by commiſſaries, ae. 


officialls and chauncellorss. 
I He that may be receyued into the miniſterie, muſt bee 
able to teache the peo 


and conuince the gainſayers, can teache the people whatſoe- ued. 
ner Chriſt hath commaunded: Therefore none muſt bee re- 
ceiued into the miniſterie, but ſuch as be able to teache, &c. 
2 That which is to be done conditionally, may not bee 
done, if ihat condition be not kept: Men are to bee receyued 
into the miniſterie conditionally, that is, if they be vntepro- 
ueable, Tit. 1.5. 6. Therefore if they be not ſuch as bee there 
de ſcribed, they may not bee receyned: and conſequentlie, 
none may be receyued, but ſuch as be able to teach, &c. 
z That which cannot be done without the maniteſt breach 
of Gods com manndement, may not bee done at all: To re- 
ceyue any that be not able to teache, is a maniſeſt breache of 
Cod coinmaunde ment, 1. Tim. 3. 1. Tit. 1. 9. Thereforc no 
man ought to be teceiued into the miniſterie, hat is not able 
wt E3 14 They 


| ry Ther. ** 
ſuch as be able ro teache the trueth and conuince the gaine- pas Ne 


ple, whatſocuet Chriſt hath commaun- b 9 


ded, Matth. 28. 20. Onely he that is able to teache the trueth, thus proo- 
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Gregor. t. 


epiſt. 33. 


Ierome ad 
Occumen, 


Confeſ. 
Meluet. 


giftes neceſſarie for a ſhephearde that ſhould feed his flocke. 


* 
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1 They whom the Lord te fuſeth to be his miniſters, may 
not be receyued into the miniſtetic: for the miniſterie beeing 
the Lordes baracft, wee may admit none to labour therein, 
but onely ſuch, as he hath giuen liking of, by che rules of his 


worte: The Lordercfuſcth to be his miniſters, all thoſe that 


cannot teache, Hoſea 4. 6. Therefore ſuch as are not able to 


teache, may not bee receyued, and confequentlic'none may 


be receyued, but thoſe that be able to teache, &c. 
5 He that may be admitted into the miniſterie, muſt bee 
able to diuide the worde of God aright, 2. Tim. 2. 15. Onelie 


he that is able to teache and convince the gainſayets can di- 


uide the worde of God aright: Therefore none may bee ad- 


mitted into the miniſterie, but he that is able tu teache, c. 


6 He that may be admitted into the miniſterie, muſt haue 
a treaſutie, furnithed wich olde thinges and newe, and muſt 
be able to bring it foorth as occaſion ſhall ſerue, Mat. 13. 25. 
Onely he that is able to teache, &c. is ſuch a one: Therefort 
onely he may be admitted, &c. 5 n 
7 He that can eſpie the enimie, and giue warning afore- 
hande howe to reſiſt him, may bee receyued into the miniſte- 
tie, Exck. 3 3. None can eſpye the enimie, and giue war- 


. ning aforchande howe to reliſte him, but he that is able to 


teache, &c. Thetefore none may be admitted into the mini- 

ſterie, but he that is able to teache. &c. 5 | 
8 He that leadeth him ſelfe, and his people into hell, may 

not be admitted into the miniſterit: Hee that is not able to 


tcache and conuince the gainſayer, leadeth him ſelfe and his 


people into hell, Mat. 15. 14. Therefore he that is not able to 
teache, &c. may not be admitted into the miniſterie. ä 
9 He that pteacheth not, but holderh his peace, murdererh 
16 He that preacheth not, is not ſent, and fo he begetteth 
no fayth in man. . ee RY 88 
' 11 ln that S. Paule requiteth that a Biſhoppe ſhould bee 
wiſe, he batteth thoſe, that vnder the name of —— ex- 


cuſe the follie of miniſters; | 


12 We condemne all vameete Miniſters, not endued with 


Therefore, if a Miniſter muſt tcache vnto * 


Or DIS ei II. 9 
that Chriſt hath commaunded. if none may be made mini- 
ſters, but conditionally, if they be qualified with giftes meete 
for the ſame, if vnpreaching Miniſters can not be made with- 
out the manifeſt breach of the commaundement of God: if 
they may not be made miniſters, whom the Lorde refuſeth 
to haue: if euery miniſter muſt haue a treaſurie well furni- 
ſhed, and be able to bring foorth of it when need requiteth: 
if cucry miniſter muſt haue skill ro ſee the enemie, and to 
giue warning aforehande howe to reſiſte him: if vnlearned 
miniſters draw their people to hell after them: if he that prea · 
cheth not, be a ae dee, if he be not ſent, and ſo doc no 
good: if he be barred from the miniſterie: laſtlie, if hee bee 
condemned, as not to be in ſuch a place: then muſt itneedes 
followe, that none many be receyued into the miniſterie, but 
ſuch as be able to teache the trueth, and to conuince the 
gainſayer. of RTE 
Many are the argumentes that be alleadged to this pur+ 
poſe, and many moe may be alleadged, (for the whole courlg 
of the ſcriptures tende therevnto) the teſtimonie of all ſortes 
of writers, is very plentifull for this purpoſe: yea of the vetie 
Canon lawe, (as the authour of the ¶Abſtract hath learned- 
lie prooued) and yet doe not our Prelates reſt inthe fame, 
but haue ſett them ſelues ( though in a ſillie maner) againſt 
it, in this ſorte that followeth., - 9 17 
1 Obieftion. There muſt be reading in the Church, ther- 
fore a reading miniſterie, Mhitgift pag· 252. 1 
Anſwere. By that reaſon we muſt haue an officer for eue- 
rie particular action, for there muſt be breaking of breadin 
the Church, and powring of water: but it followeth not, that 
therefore there muſt be one, whoſe office mult bee onely to 
breake bread, or to powre water. Th | 
2 Obieftion. It is better to haue readers then none, for 
preachers can not be had for euery congregation. | 
" Anſwere. It is not better, for if they had none, they would 
ſeeke for him that they ſhould haue: whereas now, they that 
haue a teader onely, think them ſelues in caſe good inough; - 
but if there be ſuch wante of preachers, why are ſo many of 
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the moſt diligent and able ones turned out? 


Rr 


— rye 
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1 


5 N | poſſible to haue Pr | 
where,and ſuch as can be had, muſt be taken. | 

Anſwere. Sometimes you ſay all is well: and is it now im- 
oſſible that our ſtate ſhould obey the Lordes ordinaunces : 
this is the greateſt diſgrace to it that can be: and yet ir follow- 
eth nor, for no neceſſitie may warrant vs, to violate the de- 


B ctees of the higheſt. FF 
Es 4 Obiettion.' It were vncharitablenes to turne them out 
that bee bare readers, for ſo they, their wiues and children 

might begge. 


Eunſ were. This is to ſell mens ſouls for motſels of bread: 
mall we rather feate the begging of three or foure, then the MF 
damnation of 1000. but they may bee otherwayes prouided 
for: they necde not begge, many of them may returne to 
theic occupations againe. | 
So that all theſe obiections notwithſtanding, the conclu- 
n remaineth ſure, which is grounded vppon ſo many ccte 
taine and vnmouecable foundations. 8 

; LEE, ht not to be gouer 

The 2. pro- 1 They which are no Elders of the Church, haue nothin 

eee to doe in the gouetnement of the ſame, 1. Tim. 3. 17. 

m pr0%” Chauncellours, Commiſſaries and officialls, are no Elde 
the Church: whether we expounde Elder for a miniſte 
him alſo, that is aſſiſtant vnto the miniſter in ouerſeeing the 
Church, or for a miniſter onely as they do: for none of them 

be miniſters, and ifthey be, they doe not rule in this reſpect, 

that they are miniſters; Therefore the Church ought not to 

gouerned by them. V ä 

2 that muſt gouerne the Church of God, muſt haue 


5 | a warraunt for their ſo doing, from leſus Chriſt the head of 


£ 


in 


the Church: Bur Cha s, &c. haue no warraunt ſo to 
doe, from lefus | rch: Therfore the 
Church ought not to be gouerned by 


e whoſe names 


55 may haue nothin 


* 


the Chucch: for who will 
E- the maſter of a 
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@ize of Chauncellours, officialles, and commiſſaries be fach, 
which is plaine by this, that they haue their grounde in that 
filthie dunghill the Cannon lawe: Therefore they may haue 

nothing to doe in the gouernement of the Church. 2 
4 They that being inferiours, doe proudly tyrannize ouer 
their ſuperiouts, ought not to rule the Church of God, for it 
is meete it ſhould be ruled by modeſt, humble and ordetlie 
men: But ſuch are they (for being inferiours to the miniſters 
of the worde, as our aduerſaries doe confeſſe, and is plaine al- 
fo by the cannon lawe, they crowe ouer them as if they were 
their ſlaues: ) and if they doe not ſo, they can doe nothinge: 
Therefore they ought not to tule the Church of God. 

They that liue by the faultes of men, are not fitt to rule 
the Church of God: for they will rather increaſe offences, 
(that their gayne may increaſe) then orderlie leſſen them, as 
experience (alſo) prooucth: But ſuchare all Chauncellours, 
com miſſaries and officialls: Therefore they ought not to rule 
the Church of God. | 

Therefore, if Chauncellours,commiſſaries, and officialls 
be no Elders of the Church: if they haue no warraunt from 
leſus Chtiſte, the head of the Church: if their names, offices, 
and ptactize, be deriued from Antichriſt: if their office com. 
pell them (being inferiouts ) to tyrannize ouer their ſuperi- 
outs: if they liue onely by the faultes and offences of men: 
then it mult needes followe, that the Church of God ought 

not to be gouerned by them. 1 8 


. n F6:7 1; 
Verie officerof the Church muſt bee ordayned by the 
laying on of the handes of the Elderſhippe, T. C. 2. 
booke, r.part pag. 274. Diſcip. Eccle.fol. 37. 
I bey ſaꝝ it ought to be done by the Biſhop alone, Mhitg. 
fag. 196. their daily practiae doeth like wiſe ſhewe it. 
The former is prooued, and the latter diſprovucd by theſe 
reaſons following. i 108 
1 'As Churchofficers were otday ned in the Apoſtles time, 
ſo muſt they be continually, for they did lay the plot, accor- 
ding vherevnto the Church muſt bee ik ruco the 3 


— - 


Theedoret, 
bo oke 5. ca. 
23. 


4. Concil. 
Carthag. s 
cap 2 zo 


Cyprian li. 
1. epiſt. i. 


The cõcl u- 
on. 
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but they were ordayned in the Apoſtles time by the layinge. 
on of the handes of the Elderſhippe, Actes 6. 6. and 13. 3. 
Therefote the. Church · officers mult be ordained by layinge 
on of the handes of the Elderſhip. 5 
2 Church officers muſt be ordayned by them that haue 
wattant from the worde, to aſſure the parties orday ned, that 
they are called of God: Onely the Elderſhippe hath ſuch a 
warraunt, 1.Tim.4. 14. Therefore they ought to be ordained 
by the Elderſh * 1 1 
Many of che ſentences alleadged before, out of Coun- 
cells, Emperours, lawes, hiſtories, and ſounde writers, both 
olde and nt we, for election not to be by one, but by diuers: 
ſpeake allo of ordination , and fo are forcible to thus pur- 
by th SST? | 
5 Euagrius came to the office of a Biſhoppe vnlav fullie, 
becauſe onely Paulinus ordayned him, conttatie to the te- 
nute of many Cannons, whiche prouide, that they ſhould 
not be ordained, but by all the Biſhoppes of the prouince, or 
(at the leaſt) by three. COT EO +1 
5 Whena Biſhop is to be ordayned, &c. one Biſhop ſhall _ 
ronounce the bleſſing, and the reſt of the Biſhops- with the 
Elders preſent, ſhall all lay on their handes. 
6 When a Biſhop was to be ordayned, the Biſhops adioy- 
ning, did ordayne him. . 
Therefore if Church-officers were otdayned in the Apo- 
ſtles time, not by one, but by the Elderſhippe, conſiſtinge of 
manie: if they be to ordayne, that haue warraunt out of the 
worde, to aſſure the parties ordayned, that they are called of 
God: if ordination by one Biſhop be valawfull and contrarie 
io many canons of Councells: if the Biſhops & Elders were 
to [aye on their hands: laſtlie, if the Biſhops adioyning were 
to ordayne: then muſt it needes followe, that C * 
cers are not to be ordayned by one man, but by the laying on 
But they fight harde againſt this, becauſe it ſtriketh at 
1 _ maine piliar of their kingdome, their chiefe groundes 


SHS 4 
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is no mention of any Elderſhip. N 

Aunſwere. They are (aide to ordayne, hecauſe they being 
the chiefe, procured it: ſo is Ioſhua x. 3. ſaide to circumciſe, 
which was the Leuites office, ſo ſaye wee, The Queene hath 
made a lawe, and yet not ſhe alone maketh any. 


2 Obiection. Though it were ſo then, yer is it not ſo requi- 


red nowe, no mote then the comunitie1n the Apoltles time. 
Anſwere. There was no more communitie then( for they 

that thiuke otherwiſe, ate in that point Anabaptiſtes) then us 

to be required now, ſo that inſtance maketh for vs. 


3 Obuttion. Exampjcs are no generall rules to bee fol- 


lowed. 


Anſwere. Examples not contrarying any rule, or reaſon of 


the Scriptute, be to be followed, as if they were commaunde- 


* mences, ſo that notwithſtanding any thinge alleadged to the 


conttarie, it remayneth ypon the former groundes moſt ſted- 
faſt, that it bel6geth to the Elderihip to ordayne thoſe church 
officers that are to be imployed in the publike ſeruice of god. 


Cu Ar. . 


HE ordayning of Church-officers muſt be done with 
bumble prayer of the Elderthip, & the congregation, 
Diſcipl. Eccleſiaſt. fol. 50; 
Their vareuerent beginning and proceeding therewith in 
& corner, is conttatie to this: whiche is condemned by the 
proofe of out aſſertion, by theſe reaſons. 4 
1 We are to behaue our ſelues in theſe actions, as they by 
whom we haue direction to doc them, haue ſet vs an exam=- 
ple: But the Apoſtles & Elders, when they ordayned chuich- 
officers,did alwayes commende the action to God by prayer, 
togither with thoſe congregations, ouer whiche they placed 
them, Aces 6 6. and 14. 23. Therefore the ordayninge of 
Church-officers muſt bee done by humble prayer of the El- 
derſhip, and congregation. - 
I The greater the action is that is in hande, the more care- 
full muſt they be that haue it in hande, to humble them (clo 
nes by prayer, for the Lordes aſſiſtance therein: ut che or- 
7 . 2 = 4+ dayuing 
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dayning of Church- officers, is an action of moſte weightie 
importance: Therefore they that haue it in hande (which be 
the Elderſhipp to ordaine him, and congregation to teceyue 
him) ought to humble them ſelues in carneſt prayer before 


6. i 

3 They that ſhall haue part in the comfort or diſcomfore 

of the action, are to ioyne togither in prayer vnto Gon for 
the better euent, and _=__ the worſe: But the Elderſhippe 
and people, ſnall both haue part in the euent of the action: 

Therefore they are to ioyne togither in humble prayet be. 
ſore hande, &c. e ; 


Hurch- officers muſt bee ordayned by layinge on of 
( handes: in this they agree with vs,concerning the ce- 
cemonie it ſelfe, albeit neyther in the parties by whs, 
nor on whom it muſt be conferred. The profit of thus cere- 
monie appeateth in the reaſons following. . 
1 That which ſtirreth vp euerie partie, to pray with more 
feruencie, is profitable to be vſed: But ſuch is this ceremo- 
nie, for it affecteth the ordeyners, when they feele him for 
whom they pray: and the ordeyned when he feeleth a calling 
and charge from God (as it were) ſenſiblie comming vppon 
him, and the congregation, when they ſee him ſeparated frõ 
the reſt, by whom they ſhall reape much comfort or griefe: 
Therefore the vſe ofit it very profitable. . 
2 That which helpeth forward the partie ordayned in his 
care, to walke with a good conſcience in his calling, is pro- 
ficable to be vſed: Such is the impoſition of handes, for both 
ir declareth vnto him, that he is ſeparated of God for that pur 
ſe, and alſo giueth him hope, that his hande, who allotted 
him therevnto, will alwayes aſſiſt him in the courſe of that 
9 Therefore it is of a proſitable vſe. SE 4 
3 That which worketh a more acknowledgment of Gods 
ordinance in the heartes of the people, is profitable to be v- 
. fed: Such is the layinge on of handes, for it declareth vnto 
chem, that the Lorde hath placed him in that callinge ouer 


them: 


* 


them: Therefore it is profitable to be vſed. | x 
There fore ſeeing the ceremonie oſ the laying on handes, 
is forcible, to increaſe the feruencie of euety partie, when 
they pray: ſeeing it aſſurerh the callinge to the partie orday- 
ned, and giueth him an argument of good hope, for the bleſ- 
ſing of God vpon him in the courſe of che ſame: and 5 
it procuteth a more perſwaſion in the people, that hee is al- 
lotted vnto them from the Lord him ſelfe: it is euident, that 
it is not a vaine and idle ceremonie (as many doe imagine) 
but of good and profitable vſe, in all ordinations, 


gregation, who are of equal aue er in their ſcueral 
es, and in the generall gouernement of the Church, T. 
ke, page 22. and 2. boo ke, i. part, page 515. | 
They mainteyne contratie vnto this, thele two. 
1 That one may haue two or moe charges, and be abſent 
from them, as their diſpenſations and practize doe prooue. 
2 That one miniſter may haue a Soueraingtie and Lord- 
ſhip ouer his fellowe miniſters, which both beeing diſproo- 
ned, the former aſſertion will remaine till ſure. 
1 One man may not hane moe charges then he is able in 
any meaſure to diſcharge: No man is able in any meaſure, to 
diſcharge the duetie that is belonging vnto moe flockes then 
one, ſeeing he can not preache vnto them, both in ſeaſon & 


[ 


char 
Cr; 


Or DIS ern. ” 


The concha 
fron, 


He Lorde hath ordayned that there ſhould be one Bi- 
{hopp or Paſtor {at the leaſt)prefident ouer cuery con- 


Reaſons a» | 
gainſt the 


1, propefits 


out of ſeaſon: Therefore no man may haue moe charges 


then one. | 
2 That which maketh an open entrance to the enimĩe to 
ſpoile, can not be lawfull: for one to haue moe charges then 
one, maketh an open entrance for the enimie to ſpoyle, for 
the wolffe watcheth todeuoure, whileft the ſhepheard is ab- 
ſent: Therefore no man may haue moe charges then one. 
4 That which hath neyther precepte, nor prefident for it, 
eyther in Gods worde, ot any approoued writer, but onelie 
from Antichriſt, is vnlaw ſull: Bur ſuch is the hauing of moe 
charges chen one; Thereſoteit is vnla w full. 
22 F3 4 That 
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againſt it, 
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4 That which declateth a miniſter to be more deſirous of 
the fleece, then to profite the flocke, that (ame is vnlawfull: 
But ſuch is the hauing of mo charges thea one, for were it 
not for the gaine, they would thinke one a burden as heauie 
as they could beate: Therefore it is vnlawfull. * 
5 All che reaſons that be allcadged in the thirde chapter 
igainſt nonteſidence, ate forcible to this purpole, for it hee 
may not be nonteſident, he may not haue mo charges, vnles 
ne be willing to be quartered, + cuery charge may haue 4 
piece of him a wand 
He reckoneth them among theeues, and their action to 
be thecuetie, condemned by that commaundement. 
Lhcrefore, if one man cannot in any tollerable meaſure 
diſcharge mo charges then ont: if to haue mo maketh an o- 
pen entrance to the enimie to ſpoyle: if it haue neyther pre- 
eept, not e fot it, but onely in the kingdome of An- 
tichriſt: if it declare the practizers to be more defirous of the 
fleece, then to feede the flocke : if all the reaſons that con- 
demne nonrelidencie, be againſt it: laſtlie, if it be plain thee- 
ucrie, then mult it needs follow, that one may not haue two, 
Wag „ «nl; 2ret 
Theit obiections (ſuch as they he) are (et dow ne in the 3. 
chapter, and the auuſweres voto them. 2 5 a far 
The ſeconde propoſition that th, is thut: 
One 3 may haue a foucragn authoritie, & Lord- 
ſhip ouer his fellowe miniſters, which is thus diſproued. 
1 They that haue their commiſſion indifferentlie giuen 
them, without difference betweene one and another, are of 
equall authotitie, and may not be one ouer another: Bat ſuch 
is the commiſſion of all Gods miniſters indifferentlie, as ap- 
peateth, Mat. 28. 19. 20. Therefore they ate of equall autho- 
ritie, and may not haue anie dominion one ouet anether. - 
1 That which Chriſt hath directlie forbidden, that maye 
not in any caſe be allowed, but is cuer volawfull: But Chriſt 
hath directlie forbidden, that one miniſtet ſnoulde haue do- 
minion ouet another, Matth. 20. 25. Luke 22. 25. There- 
fore one miniſter may not haue ſuperiotitie ot dominion o- 
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3 They that may not be Lordes ouer the people of God, 
may much le ſle be Lordes ouer the Miniſters, for the Mini- 
ſters bee ( in reſpect of the miniſterie) aboue the people: But 
« Miniſter may not be Lordly ouet Gods people (as is teſtifi- 
ed by him on whom they would father the greateſt lordli- 
nes) 1. Pet. 5.3. Therefore one miniſter may not be Lord, or 
hauc ſuperioritie ouer another. 4 

4 It is ordayned,and is equall and right, that euery mans Cyprian li, 
cauſe bee hearde, where the faulte was committed: and it is ** Epil. ;. 
meete to handle the matter there, where they may haue both 
the accuſcrs; and witneſſes of the faulte: which ſheweth that 
euetie miniſter had authoritie ouer his own flocke, aud no 
other to meddle. e 3 

5 Biſhops, whereſoeuer they be in all the worlde, are e- Luther ad- 
quall to our Bithops, or pariſhe miniſters and preachers: of eu pap 
none it can be ſayde one is Lorde, another is ſcruaunt: what- 8 
ſoener belongeth to the Church, belongeth equallie to all, 
ſauing that ſome are of better giftes then others, howebeit 
ſuch giftes cauſe no inequalitie or lordſhip in the church. 

6 In the Apoſtolike Church, the Muniſters of the Worde, iuſtul. toe, 
ere none aboue another, and were ſubiect to no heade ot com. de mi- 
, 9 9 rergs | Ait verdi. 

7 The honor of a Biſhop, being taken from the reſtofthe 14e vpon 
miniſters, and giuen to one, was his firſt ſtep to papacie. 2. Thelz, 

$ Chriſt did moſt feuerilie forbid vnto the Apoſtles and Cds 
their ſucceſſots, primacie and dominion. | Ap., 

9 Equall power and function is giuen to all miniſters of | 
the Church, and that from the beginning, no one preferred Idem 48. 
him ſelfe before another, ſauinge onely that for order, ſome 
one did call them togither, propounded the matters that 
were to be conſulted off, and gathered the voyces. 
Ĩhereſore, if all Miniſters haue their commiſſion indiffe- Th. onen 
rentlie giuen vnto them: if Chriſt haue forbidden, that one fon. 
Miniſter ſhould haue dominion ouer another :if no Mini- 
ſer may exerciſe dominion ouer Gods people: if authoritie 
to handdle controverſies, belonged to euerie ſeuerall Con- 
pregation d ifa Biſhoppe and pariſhe miniſter bee all one : if 
i the Apoſiles time, no miniſter was aboue another: - 2m 

l pe- 
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luperioritie of one aboue another, was the firſte n the 
papacie: laſtlie, if they haue equal power and function from 
the begiuning: then muſt it needes folluwe, that no mini- 
os may haue ſuperioritie, ot exerciſe dominion ouer ano- 

et. | | 

Their obiections hereynto (ſo many as are worthic anie 

anſwere) be theſe: 11 | 
Obiection. Chtiſt, Matth. 20.2 f. forbiddeth oncly ambi- 
tion, and not dominion, as Muſculus expoundeth it. | 
 eAunſwere. Muſculus his iudgement appeareth in the 
6. and 7. reaſons, the place is expounded againſt (uperiorie 
tic by Caluin, Bullinger, Zwinglius, Gualcer, Hemingius, 
&c. Bur let it bee ſo expounded: that dominion is ambition, 
becauſe it cauſeth a man to aſpire aboue his fellowe mini- 
alles... | 85 
| 2 Obiection. The Greeke worde ignifieh cule with op- 
preſlion, which. is the thing that is forbidden. 
Anſwere. That is not to, for Luke 22. 25. vſeth the lin; 
le verbe eurieuem, whiche ſignifieth ſimplie to rule: The 
Een nes of Lebedeus deſired not to oppreſſe but to rule, which 
deſire he reprooued. | a 
3 Obieftion. Chriſt ſayeth not, no man ſhalbe ſo, but hee 
that will be ſo, deſiring it. os 
Anſwere. But Luke ſayth, Let the greateſt be as your (ers 
uant, and therefore that is but a ſillie ſnifte. 
ABifkeppe So that their aſſertions being ouerthrowen, and their ob- 
Gould bee jections aunſwered, it remayneth, that wee prooue yet more 
— directlie, that the Lorde hath ordayned, that there ſhould be 
a A relident ouer euetie Congregation: which is pro- 
ued thus. . 5 
1 If a Biſhop and Miniſter be all one, then muſt there be 
a Biſhoppe in cucry Congregation, for cuery man will con- 
© Feflethatcueric Congregation ought to haue a miniſter; But 
a Biſhoppe and a Miniſter is all one, as appeareth by this that 
Saint Paule deſcribetli not one qualitie for the Biſhopp, but 
it is allo the qualitie of euery good miniſter: and alſo in that 
hee deſcribeth no other miniſter but the Biſhoppe: There- 
fore chere ought to be a Bilhop in cuerie congtegation. 


„ 
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1 S. Paules biſhoppes and his deacons, were appointed to 
one place, as appeateth both in the deſcription ot them, and 
the practiſe of the Apoſtles: But the Deacons were in euetie 
congregation, which appeareth Phil. 1. 1. Act. 6. 2. that office 
being needfull euery wWhete: and in that it continued ſo, lon- 
ger then the cfhce of Biſhoppes, Athanaſius Apol. 2. E rome 
contra Luciferianos,Fc.Therefore there ought to be a Biſhop 
in euery congregation, ! 
3 That which Paule enioyned to Titus, is alſo to be pra- 
ctiſed alwayes in the like caſe: But he commaunded him to 
otdaine Elders in cuery Citie, Tit. 1. 5. which are expounded 
in the next verſe to be Biſhops: Therefore there mult bee a 
Bithop1in euery congregation. 1 SS a 1 
4 Every Church ſhould haue het Communion table, & del. 
euery Church her Biſhop. o 
Were thete was founde anie worthie to be a Biſhopp, * li. 


there a biſhoppe was appointed, and where there was not co 3 


furniſhe both biſhop and p 3 Elder, (he meancth the 
Ductar) there the Apoſtles made a bithoppeg and left the El- 
der. | | F 2. Concil, 

6 IfaBiſhoprun into a ſlaunder, and many Biſhops can Cartha. tes 
not ſuddenlie be gathered, his cauſe thalbehearde oft welue 16 ns + - 
Biſhops, &c. | ok N 

7 Ifan Elder bee accuſed, hee may call ſixe Biſhops from ee 
the places harde by. | b . 

Stories make mention of Biſhoppes of little rownes, as 2 Euſeb. lis 
(a) Soticus biſhop of the village Cuman: (6) Mares, biſho 1 
of a ſmall rowne called Solicha: (e] Gtegorie biſhoppe of a Ulb.fj. cap. 4. 
{mall citie, called Nazianzum: (4) The biſhop of a Caſtle. c Scat. 4, 

9 A miniſter, that is to ſaye, a biſhopp, and (a little after) r. 
the Apoſtle doeth plainely teache, that a miniſter and a Bi- pe 5g "= 
ſnop is all one, and (vpon Titus) a biſhop and a miniſtet are 
che fame: and (ad Oceans) with che ancient fathets, Biſhops lerome ad MN 

and Elders were all one. e 1 „ { 
10 D. Barnes (in his ſixt article) ſayeth, I will neuer be- As & me 

leeue, neyther can I euer beleeue, that one man may by the n 

lave of God, be a biſnop of two ot three cities, yea of a whole rig 
counttie, for that it is contrarit * of S: _ 
d 


* 
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who writing ro Titus, commaundeth that he ſhould ordaine 
a bilhop in cuerie towne. 

It Kis itie to ſee howe farre the office of a Biſhop i is de- 
Hooper v- generated fi 1s om the originall in the Scripture : it was not ſo 
pon 8.come in the beginning, when Biſhops were at the beſt, as the Epi- 
P382%  Aileto Titus ceſtifierh, that willeth him, to ordayne in euerie 
citie, &c. They knowe the primitiue Churche had no ſuch 

Biſhops as we haue, vntill the time of Silueſter the firſt, 
Therefore,if a Biſhop and a Miniſter be all one: if biſhops 
ve te to bee where Deacons ate, who were in every congre- 
gation : if Paule enioyned Titus to ordayne biſhops in euety 
citie: and iſ cuerie Church had her Biſhop a long time after 
the Apoſtles, as appeareth by the teſtimonies of Councelles, 
Hiſtories,and learned Be e. oldeand newe: then muſt 
it needes followe , has: there ought to bee a Ma in cuerie 
eee 


* 
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Or s further revealing of the trueth, God hath or- 
* that there ſhould be in the Fun Doctours, 
face is to be employed in teaching e of docttine, 

"ol is 70 Rn different from that of the Paſtoùr. | 

The latter parte of this Propoſition, i is the thing whiche 
eſpeciallie they doe denie, whiche is thus prooued to bee 
true. 

1 Thoſe which the lite (in ſpcakin of diſtinct offi 
cers) docth diſtiugui deres from 1 are ſcuerall and 
diſtin& one from — — But the Apoſtle doeth diſtinguiſh 
the Paſtour and Teacher, one from another, Rom. 12. 7. 8. 
and Epheſ. 4. 11. euen as hee diſtinguiſheth man and wo- 

man, Gal. 3. 28. See the Grecke o them both: Therefore 

10 the fficeof Pallourapd Doctour are diſtinct one from; 

er. 
2 4s are the giftes that adorne foes: 8 officers 
tem ſelues, for the execution of the dates, conſiſteth i in the 
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for ſome hath an excellent gifte in doctrine, and not in appli- 
cation, and others excell in application and exhottation, that 
are verie meane in deliuering of docttine: Therefore the of- 
ficc of a Paſtour and Teacher, are diſtinct one from another. 
Thoſe that are to take a diuers coutſe in teachinge, are 
diners, and different in their functions, for els why ſhoulde 
they be enioyned to take a diuets coutſe: But the Paſtour is 
to take one coutſe, and the Doctour another, for the one is 
to direct him (clfe priucipallie to exhotte, and the other to 
attende vpon doctrine, Rom. 12. 7.8. Therefote the office of 
OE RI r, be diſtinct offices the one from the o- 
ther. Nv 19 | 
4 The eccleſiaſticall ſtorĩes ( eſpeciallie ſpeakinge of the 
Church of Alexandria) doe vluallic make a difference bo- 
twit the Biſnop and the Doctor. | | 
5 Cathedrall Churches haue yet ſome ſhewe thereof leſt 
in them, who (beſides the Biſhop) haue alſo one that teadeth 
a Lecture in diuinit ie. = 
6 If thediſtinguithing of them, make more for the buil- 
ding of the church, then che vniting of them, then are they 
to be diſtinguiſhed, and not made all one: But the former is 
true, as appeareth by this, chat hardlie is a people brought to 
a ſounde knowledge of godlines, by him chat inſtructeth in 
docttine continuallie, and as hardlie are wee ſtirred vppe to a 
zealous care of out duetie, though we be cxhorted continu- 
allie: which both ſhould bee with leſſe continuance, if one 
man were to performe all: Therefore they are to bee eſtee - 
med diſtinct offices, and not partes of one office, whiche one 
Therefore, if the Apoſtle Paul diſtinguiſheth them one 
from another: if God doe vſuallie beſtowe doctrine and ex- 2 concly 
horration'vpon ſeuerall perſons, wherein eche isfounde to 
excell, and to bee no bodic in the other: if the Paſtour bee 
commannded to take one courſe in teaching. and the Do- 
ctor another: if Eccleſiaſticall ſtories doe yſyallic diſtingeith 


them: if Cathegrall Churches haue yer ſome ſteppes leſte of 
the diſtinion ; if to diſtinguiſh them, maketh more to the 
en tu vnite them: then muſt it 

G 3 needes 


ey oe. 1 2 — * 
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2 followe, that the office of Paſtor and Doctout be dis» 
dinct, and different the one from the other. 
Oy Cu Ar. 13. 
5 to haue Elders to ſee into 
0 che people, to bee aſſiſtant vnto the 
' Miniſters, in the t Eccleſiaſticall. T. C. 
| booke Try Ns — _ = b denie, Mhutgifi 


. 627. and their practize ge them out of the 
Church: but it is prooucd to — — theſe reaſons fol- 


lowin ” ” 
which the Apoſtleseſtabliſhed in eue Congre- 
garion,ought ſtill to continue, ſeeing the Church muſt 
ruled by the ſame lawes that it was ruled by then, and nee- 
deth as gteat furtherance nowe, as it did then: But the Apo- 
ſtles eſtabliſhed Elders in euery congregation, Actes. 14. 23. 
which can not be vnderſtoode of preachinge Elders onelie, 
conſidering that the ſcarcitie of them was ſuch, as Paule was 
conſtrayned to ſende Timothie and Titus to great cities, whi- 
che he could hardlie ſpare, as hee often teſtifieth: Therefore 
there ought to be ſuch Elders, as are onely to alliſte in gou- 
ucrnement in euery congregation. e 
1 Thoſe which God hath ordayned to helpe forwarde the 
building of the Church, ought to bee in euery congregati- 
on, vnles it may appeare that ſome ation needeth not 
fo much helpe as Chriſt hath appointed: | 
dained Elders in the Church, fot the helping forwarde of the 
building of the Church, 1. Cor. 12. 28. Therefore ſuch Elders 
ought to be in euery congregation. 

3 Thar whiche being wanting, the bodie ean not be en- 
tiere, that ſame muſt be in euery congregation: But the El- 
ders can not be wanting, and the church be an entiere body, 
Rom. 12. 8. which euery tion ſnould be, Rom. 12.4 
Wa ante ought ere Per Elders in euerie congte- 


Fase of God doe deſcribe ſuch Elders i in the 


ed 5 , « 4 7 


t Chriſt hath or- 


— 
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che is cleare by this, that enery Congregation hath neede of 
them, as well as any: and that euery congregation mult haue 
all the other officers of the church: and that eycry congrega- 
tion is of equall dignitie in the bodie of Chriſk But the word 
of God deſcribeth vnto vs ſuch Elders, 1. Ti. 5. 17. Therfore 
they ought to be in euery congregation. .. + 

There is no Church that can ſtande without hit Elder- Igna. ad 

ſhip ot — . K - N f Tral. 

6 It belongeth onely to the Biſhop to baptize, and the El- 
der & e may not doe it, but — 24 bi hops licence. do ag 28 

7 Neither Elder nor Deacon haue right, but vppon the 
Biſhops commaundement ( ſo much as) to haptize. esu 
1 Elders fell awaye thorough the ambition of the tea- 4 2 

ers. WE, m_ 
Valerius the biſhop did contrarie to the cuſtome of PING 
the Apoſtolicall churches, in appointing Auguſtin to preach, Poſridon.in 
being but an Elder. e ee eee „ VAIRSOg 

10 After that Arrius was conuicted of hereſie, it was de- gocrat. libr. 
ereed that Elders ſnould no more preache. g. p.22. 

11 The number of the Elders of euery Church, ought to Bucer de re- 
be encreaſed according to the multitude of the people. gno Chriſt. 
112 Speaking of the Elders that were to aſſiſt the miniſter, | 
he lamenteth — it is ſo fallen out of the church, that the 
name doeth ſcatſe remaine. „ 

13 Certaine of the 22 were ioyned with the paſtout, 


P. Mar. v põ 
Rom. 11. 


Idem, 1. 


in the gouernement of the Church, becauſe the paſtour was Cor. iz. 
not able to doe all him ſelfe. 


| 5 
14 There were Elders that did aſſiſt the Miniſter, in the 8 


cap. j · ſe· A. 


goucrnement of the church,&c. 1 

15 Mhitgift confeſſeth, that in the primitiue Churche, 
they had in cuery Church certaine Seniors, pag. 6j 8. Lett it 
then appeare out of the worde, to ſatisfie the conſcience how 
it may be left out. 1 . 
16 1fthe platforme ſer downe to Timothie and Titus bee 
ſor all Churches, then muſt Elders be in all: for theſe Elders 
are there deſcribed: But it is a platforme for all Churches, & 


that to the ende of the worlde, 1. Tim. 6. 14. Therefore they 
dught to be incuery congtegation. 


5 4 


- The conclu 
Gon. 


— 
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17 That which is contayned in euery Miniſters commiſ- 
ſion to teache and practiſe, muſt be in cucrie congtegation: 
but che ordination and ptactize ofthat office, is in euety mi- 
niſters commiſſion, Matth. 28. 20. or els they ordayned El- 
ders without warrant from Chriſt, which none date affirmes 
Therefore there muſt be Elders in cucry congregation. 

18 Whereſoeuer aBiſhop mult be, there — x alſo the El- 
ders be, which appeareth by this, that where the one is deſcti- 
bed, there is the other alſo: But a Biſhoppe mult be in euery 
congregation, as I haue prooued ſufficiently in the 10. chap. 
Therefore there ought to be Elders in euery congregation. 
19 lf che Apoſtles laboured for vniformitic in the leaſt 
things, and eſtabliſhed in all Churches one order, then muſt 
there bee Elders in euery Congregation, for they wete in 
ſome, as all men doe confeſſe: But the former is true, as not 
onely the viewe of their practie declateth, but alſo the Apo- 
ſtles expreſſe wordes, T hu I teuche in all Churches: Theres 
fore the latter is true allo, that in euery Congregation there 
muſt be ſuch Elders. 1 n 

Therefore, if the Apoſtles eſtabliſhed Elders in every con- 
A. ber if Chriſt hath eſteemed their helpe neede full to 

urther the building of his Church: if without them a con- 
gregation can not be entiete: if the worde of God fave, that 
they ought to be in the Church: if it was continued fo long 
after the Apoſtles tire: and bee apptooued by the teſtimonie 
of manie verie learned, both old & ne we writers, & confeſ- 
ſed by the greateſt aduerſarie vnto them: if they bee within 
the compalle of euerie miniſters commiſhor : if they are to 
bee, whereſocuer a Biſhop muſt be: if rheApoltles eſtabliſhed 
vniformitie, euen in the meaneſt things: then muſt it needes 
followe, that there ought to be ſuch Elders in euery congre- 
gation, as arc to aſſiſte the Miniſter in the gouuernement of 
the ſame. . | B 
They confeſſe it was ſo in the Apoſtles time, but ſeeme 
to ſaye ſomewhat that it can not be vnder a chriſtian Ma- 
giſtrate, thus: 8 e n 
: Obiethion. God hath given the ſoucraigne authoritie 


ouer his Church to the chriſtian Magiſtrate, which theſe El- 
25 | a | dert 
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ders would abridge. _ RYE E 
Anſwere. No more then the Elderſhip abridged the ſou- 

ueraingrie of Dauid oner Iſraell, for his gouernement is tem- 

porall, and cheirs ſpirituall. 1 

2 Obiection. Gualter vpon the 1. Cor.. denieth it to bee 

needfull ynder a chriſtian Magiſtrate. 3 

Anſwere. Gualter e excommunication vnder a 

_ chriſtian Magiſtrate, hee is as partiall in this argument as 

Mhitgift. 3 | 

3 Obieftion. The Prince hath the authoricie that the El- 
ders had. 3 3 | | | 
. Aluſmere. That is no truer, then to ſaye, the Prince hath 
authoritie to preache the worde, &c. for thelc be thinges, that 
his high authoxitie mult ſee done, but he may doc none of 
them him ſelfe. 5 . 1 
But there be many reaſons which may bee alleadged, to D 
| E they are (at the leaſt) as neceſſarie vndet a chti- prouing ch» 

ian Magiſtrate in theſe dayes, as they were in the time ofthe ders as ne- 
A as namely theſe: 5 ee ee 

1 The leſſe able that Miniſters are to direct their le gran Niagi- 
in the wayes of godlines, the more neede they haue of the aſ- ſtrate, as in 
ſiſtaunce that God hath allowed them in his worde: But Mi- the Apoſt- 
niſters are nowe leſſẽ able ( eſpeciallj vnder Chriſtian Magj- 4 un. 
ſtrates, when men are ouertaken with caſe and peace, whiche 
quench good things) then they were in the time of the Ap 
les: Therefore there is as great (if not greater} necde of 
ders nowe,then was in the time of the Apoſtles. 

2 If chriſtian Magiſtrates be to maintayne the order that 
Chrift hath ſet downe for the gouernement oß his Churche, 
then mult there be Elders in it vnder a chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
for Elders are appoynted of Chrift, 1. Cor. 1.2. 8. But chriſtian, 
Magiſtcates are to maintaine the order that Chriſt hach ſette 
downe for the ruling of his Church, Iſai 49. 23. Therefore 
ou muſt be Elders. in the church, vader a chriſtian. Magi- 

e. | 

3 If the rule of Chriſte can not hee perpetually obſer- 

ned, tell the Church, vnles there be Eldets: then muſt there 


jo A Du ent rRNA T0 5 
for by the Church is there meant the Senate of Miniſters & 
Elders, as ſhalbe PRI in the chapter of Excommunica- 


tion: Thereforcthere muſt be Elders vader a chriſtian Ma- 


giſttate. 


4 If the whole gouernement of the Church deſcribed in 


the Epiſtles to Timothie and Titus, be to be obſcrued vnull 


the ende, then muſt there bee Eldets vnder chriſtian Magi. 
ſtrates, for they are contayncd in thoſe Epiſtles : But the for- 
mer is true, i. Tim. 6.14. Therefore there muft be Elders vn- 
der a chriſtian Magiſtrate. 

5 Where ſinnets are more outragious, and the beſt moſt 
ſubiect to waxe colde, there is greateſt neede ofall the helpes 


that God hath ordayned to punithe ſinne, and to cheriſh wel 


dooing: But ſo it is vndet a chriſtian Magiſtrate, eſpecially in 
the peace of the Church, as Whitgift confelleth, page, 643. 
IThetefore there is (at the leaſt)as great neede of Elders (ſce- 
ing they are helpers appointed of God) vader a Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate, as at any other time. | e 
Therefore if Miniſters be leſſe able nowe, then in the Apo- 
ſtles time: if chriſtian Magiſtrates muſt mainteyne the order 
preſcribed by Chriſt: if 5 the rule of Chriſt( Tel the church) 
can not be ſtill obſerued: if the whole gouernement deſcri- 
bed by S. Paule, muſt be kept for euer: laſtlie, if there bee (at 
thc leaſt) as great neede of all the helpers that can be, as euet 
there was: then muſt it needes followe, that Elders are as ne- 
ceſlatie in the Church vader a chriſtian Magiſtrate, as in the 
time of perſecution. N 
6 K* 41 13. ; 
cre ought to be in euety congregation certaine Dea- 
cans, ded with thoſe qualities, whiche the worde 
of God deſcribeth: whoſe office is onel in teceyuing 


the liberalitie of the Saintes, and diſtributing it vnto the net- 


die, T. C. 1. booke, pag. 190. Diſci.Eccle. fol. 119. 5 
This aſlertion hath two braunches, which both are gain- 
fide by our aduerſaties. the firſt whereof is this: The office 
of the Deacon, conſiſteth onely in receiving and diſtributing 
vato the poore, the liberalitie ofthe Saintes, whiche they de- 
: * 
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nie, Mhitgift pag. 382. The booke of ordering, &c. that ma- 
keth it a degree of the miniſterie: but the propolition being 

ooucd true, maketh their opinion and practe appeare 
alſe, which is thus: : 
1 That wherein Steuen and the reſt were imployed, is 
the office of a Deacon: for the firſt inititution of them by the 
Apoſtles, is in that exam ple: But they were onely to attende 
vpon the prouiſion for the poore, Act. 6. 4. Therefore the of- 
fice of the Deacon, is onel to attende vpon the diſtributinge 
vnto the poore, from the liberalitie of the Saintes. 
2 That whiche the Apoſtle maketh an ordinarie and di- 
ſtinct office from others in the Church, muſt be attended v- 
pon by them that are in the ſame office, and not be mingled 
with any other: But the Apoſtle Rom. 12. S. maketh diſtri- 
buting in ſimplicitie, ſuch as office as it is expounded by M. 
Caluin, Beza, Bucer, Martyr, &c. Therefore the Deacons of- 
fice muſt be attended vpon, and conſequentlie, it conſiſteth 
onelid in diſtributing &c. 45.70 5 
That which the Apoſtles founde them ſelues inſuffici- 
ent for, that can no man nowe diſcharge in any tollerable 
mealure, for they were more adorned with giftes then anie 
be nowe: Burt they founde them ſelues inſufficient for the 
miniſterie of the worde, and diſtributing vnto the poore al- 
ſo, Act. 6. 2. Therefore no man can in any tollerable meaſure 
diſcharge the office of a Miniſter and Deacon alſo, and con- 
e the Deacon is to attende vpon diſtributing only. 
4 If the miniſteries of the worde be perfect, without the 
Deacon, then may he not meddle in the ſame, fot howe may 
one lawfullie labour, in that wherein there is no neede of 
him: But ſuch is the miniſteric of the worde, here the ſeue- 
rall miniſters thereof are named, Epheſ. 4. 11. wherein the 
Deacon is not contayned, as Vhitgift confeſſeth, pag. 308. & 
309. Therefore the Deacon may not meddle with the mini- 
ſteric of the worde, and conſequentlie muſt be imployed on- 
lie in eee 001 1 on _ 3 
; lf there be no qualitie required in the perfect deſcripti- 
on of the Deacon, which is "EIS to the miniſterie of he 
worde, then is not he to meddle with the ſame : But the for- 
. H met 
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mer is true, as appeareth, 1. Tim. 3.8. Therefore the latter is. 
true alſo, and conſequentlie, he muſt attende onely vppon 
diſtcibuting, &c. | A 8 

6 If it belong to the Deacons office, to meddle with the 
miniſterie of the worde and Sactamentes, then is it greater 
then that of the Paſtor, for that the doing of both, requireth 
greater giftes then the one: But it is not a greater, but inferi- 
our office to the paſtor, as appeareth by all thoſe places wher- 
in they are deſcribed, that the Deacon is deſcribed after the 
Biſhop: Therefore his office is not to meddle with both, and 

c. Concil. conſequentlie he muſt attende vpon diſtributing, &c. 

Con. ca. 16. 7 Deacons are miniſtets of tables, and not of holy things. 

1 $ In the miniſters ſicknes, the Deacons ſhall reade the 
n. Homilics of the Fathers. | | 

Chriſoſt.y- 9 The Deacons haue neede of great wiſedome, although 

pon Act.6. the pn of the worde be not committed vnto them: & 


further, it is abſurde that they ſhould doe both the offices of 
reaching, and caring for the poore, conſideringe that they 
bs not able to doe both thorowly. oY #55 
Bulling de- 10 Although (the goodes of the Church increaſing) there 
629.5472: ere beſides : 4 Deacons, ſubdeacons, and archdeacons, yet 
the Deacons remayned (till in their charge for the poore, and 
were not as yet mingled with the Biſhops or prieſtes, & with 
the order o — which . 55 1 Wy | 
11 The office of Deaconſhip was religiouſlie int 
— Church, vntill it was driuen = by Antichriſt. Bo | 
12 This office muſt of neceſſitie be reſtored as it is deſcri- 
bed, Act. 6. if England (for he ſpeaketh it in the behalfe of 
our Church) will receyue the Diſcipline of Chriſt. 
Mart. 13 Speaking of theſe Deacons, lamenteth that this or- 
Rom. 12. der is ſo fallen out of the Church, that the name doth ſcarce ' 
r . | 
Caluin in. 14 Deſcribing the Deacons of the Apoſtles time, ſayeth, 
li,4.ca.z.f.9 that we after their example, ought to haue the like. 
Reza confe, 15 The office of diſtributing the goodes of the church, js 
64?,;.ſc.zz- an ordinarie function in a church lawfully conſtituted: the 
hich, ſect. 30. he calleth the Deaconſhip. e 
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There fore, if Steuen and the reſt were imployed, onely in 


diſtributing the goodes of the church: if the Apoſtle maketh 
the Deacons office, an ordinarie and diſtinct office from all 
others in the church: if the Apoſtles were not fufficient for 
the miniſterie of the wotde, and diſtributing: if the miniſte- 
ries of the worde be perfect without the Deacon: if in the de- 
ſcription of the Deacon, no quallitie be required, that is pro- 
rto a miniſter of the worde: if to deale Au would make 
the Deacon a greater officer then the Paſtor: if the Councels, 
auncient writers, and the ſounde writers of latter times, doe 
declare that the Deacons were to bee wholy imployed in the 
diſtributing of the goodes of the Church, then mult it nee- 
des followe, that his office is not to meddle with any parte of 
the miniſterie of the worde and Sacramentes, but to attende 
onelie ypon the diſtributing of the liberalitie of the Church, 
vnto them that ſtande in neede thereof. 
Their obiections herevnto be theſe two that followe. 
1 Obiection. Philip one of the ſeuen Deacons, did preach, 
Act. S. 8. Therefore Deacons may preach the worde. 
Anſwere. Philip was a Deacon of the Church at Ieruſa- 
lem, while they aboade togither, but nowe hee was not anie 
more ſo, but an Euangeliſt, as he is euer tearmed after, by ver 
tue of which office he did preache. 
2 Obiection. Steuen, being a Deacon, preached, Act. y. 2. 
 eAnſwere. He preached not, for all that is there, was but 
his Apologie at the ſeate of iudgement, which euery man in 
the like cale may doe, and which manie of the Martyrs haue 
done. ET on KEY 
So that the former propoſition beeing true, vppon the 
groundes alleadged, notwithſtanding theſe obiections, wee 
are to proceede to the ſeconde, which is this: 15155 
There ought to be ſuch Deacons (as are deſcribed in the 
former propoſition) in euerie congregation, whiche is thus 
7 ab 8 8 . 
1 That office which euerie congregation hath neede of, 
ought to be in euerie congregation: But euery congregation 
hath neede of the Deacons office, whiche appeareth by this, 
that they haue poore to prouide for, (or wry "om 9 
| 2 [ (AC. 
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the neceſſitie of others) and the liberalitie of others to diſtri. 
bute: Therefore Deacons ought to be in euety congregati- 
on. 95 | | 
2 That whiche is indefinitely appointed for the good 
of the Chutche, belongeth vnto euery Congregation, as 
wel as to anie one: But ſuch is the appointment of the Dea- 
cons, 1. Tim. 3. 8. Therefore there mult be Deacons in euery 
Congregation. „ 
3 Euery Church ought to haue their office of Deacon- 
Igna. ad ſhippe. * 
Fhuadel. 4, All the reaſons (or the moſt of them) chat are alleadged 
chap. 10. for a Biſhop in euer congregation, and chap. i 2. for 
Elders in euety congregation, are forcible herevnto. 

Therefore, if there bee the like neede of Deacons in one 
The conclu congregation, that is in another: if they be appointed indefi- 
*. Sites atk ood of the Church: if euery church muſt haue 
+ their office of Deaconſhip: and laſtlie, if there be like reaſons = 

to prooue them belong tocuery Church, that be for Biſhops 
and Elders: then muſt ir needes followe, that there ought to 

be Deacons in euery congregation. - = 


Here ought to bee in every Congregation, an Elder- 
I ſhipp,conſiſting of a paſtor or paſtors, DoRor(if there 
be anie) and Elders, whoſe authoritie Chriſt hath or- 
dayned to be perpetuall in his church, ro gouuerne the ſame 
onely by the rules of Gods woide, T. C. 1. booke, pag. 175. 
Diſcip. Eccleſiaſt. 123. which contayneth theſe 3. particular 
ptopoſitions, defended by vs, and gayneſayde by the Biſhope 
and their — * 1 . 
3 T he Elderſhip aught to be in euery C ation. 
» Theaffice ofthe Elderſhipis parpetuall, © __ 
3 . eee eee onely by the rules of God. 
The proofe The firſt is denyed by them, Mhitgift page 627. and by 
of — their practize, in 3 the 8 4 —— * 
or to the Bb. ſea, it is thus ptroou es: FM 
: 8 N 2W 


* 
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x Whatſoeuer Chriſt hath ordayned, as a meane, to kee 


men in obedience to the goſpell, that ſame muſt be in euetie 
congregation, for particular men ate in particular congre- 


gations; But Chriſt hath ordayned the Elderſhip for that end, 
as appeareth, Matth. 18. 15.8&c. where Chriſoſt, expoundeth, 


Tell the Church, that is ſayeth hee, the Gouuernours of the 
Church: Therefore the Elderſhippe ought to bee in euety 


Church. 


2 Where all ſortes of Elders ought to be, there muſt be al 


fo the ioyning of their offices in one, for the good of that cõ- 
- gregation ouer which they are placed: But all ſortes of El- 
ders ought to be in euerie congregation, as is prooued in the 
10. chapter for Biſhops, the 12. for Elders, &c. Therfore there 
muſt be an Elderſhip in euery congregation. _ 


3 If no particular congregation haue greater priuiledges | 


giuen therevnto by the worde of God, then others haue, then 

mult there eyther be no Elderſhipp at all (whiche is falſe, in 
that Elders are prooued to bee by the worde of God in the 
Church) or els it muſt be in cuery congregation ; But euetie 
congregation is of like priuiledge, whiche appearcth by this, 
that it is a perfect bodie of it ſelfe: Therefore there muſt bee 
an Elderſhip in euery congregation. he be] 

4 The lame warrant that is in che worde of God, for to 
haue an Elderſhip in one place, is a warraunt for it in all: for 
the worde of God tyeth it, not to Churches in cities, but in- 
definitely to the church: But there is warrant for it out of the 
worde to be ſomewhere, as appeareth by this, that the Apo- 
ſtles are ſayd to eſtabliſhe it, and make mention of it: Thexe- 
fore it muſt be in euery congtegation. | 


Therefore, if the Elderſhip bee ordayned by Chriſt, ag a 


meanes to keepe men in obedience vnto the Goſpell: if all 
ſortes of Elders muſt be in cuery church: if every congregati- 


on be of equall priui x: ee nee. 


for it in euery church, that is in any: then muſt, jr vec 
L Y | Ice 


F antenne chere ought to he an Elderſhipp in ei 


? 


ie er 1 ii . 
What ſoeuer is obiected againſt this, that hach any ſhew in 


x, is anſwered in the Ia. chap wn e ht 


= 


POTS OO OT YO Po BO v LT OT OO NT SAC r e rr ARK wel 9H. wc. AR . f anthr Wir gr 3 panning He „ on UNH „ r 


$48 FP 


A Demon TAEATION 

he office of the Elderſhip is ordayned by Chriſte to bee 

The ſecond perpetual, and ordinaric for the gouerne ment of his church, 

propotius. 1 7; .1.booke, 177. denied by them, Mhitgift 627. and by 
their praQtize in keeping ir out: but the ttueth of it appea- 
reth by theſe reaſons that doe follow: 

i ll che cauſes why Chriſt would have an Elderſhippe in 
zee the an- his Church be perpetuall,then mult allo the _ lelfe be 
cer e to D. perpetuall : But the cauſes are perpetuall, which bee to gou- 
| Bridges. uerne the church by the rules of his worde, and that eceleſi- 
Pag-13z aſtically: Therefore the Elderſhip is perpetuall, * 

2 If Chriſt be the author of the Elderſhip,and left it by the 

Apoſtles to be eſtabliſhed in the Church, then it is perpetual: 

for his commiſſion giuen to the Apoſtles, is to bee obſerued 

vuto the ende of.the worlde: But Chriſt is the author of it, as 

appeareth both by his giuing of the giftes for the particular 

members thereof, and the whole body of it. as alſo in that 

the Apoſtles did eſtabliſne it in the church,who went not frõ 

their commiſſion, 1. Cor. 1 1. i 2. Therefore the Elderſhippe is 
perpetuall. [10% | r 

3 Whatſoeuer is the commandement of God, once deli- 

* gered by him, is neuer repealed againe, and to be acknowe- 

ledged of euety fpiricuall man: that ſame is to be receyued by 

the Church of God to be perpetuall: But ſuch is the gouern- 

ment of the church by Paſtors, Doctots, and Eldets, and ſo of 

the whole Elderſhip, as appeareth in that they are all menti- 

oned in the writings of S. Paule, whiche are ſo eſteemed, 1. 

Cor. 14. 37. Therefore the gouuernement of the Church by 

an Elderfhip isperpetuall. 'o RY 


4 That whole ſeuerall partes is perpetuall, and whiche 
hath perpetuall giftes giuen,for the furniſhing thereof for e- 
uer: that ſame muſt needes be perpetuall: But the ſeuerall 
partes of the Elderſhip, as Paſtour, Doctor, and Elders, be per- 
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and execution of the ſeuetall Church · offices, whiche is the 
greateſt parr of gouernement, and ſhall. further appeate, in 
the cenſutes of the church hereafter: Therefore the gouern- 
ment of the Church by the Elderſhip, is perpetuall. 

6 What ſoeuer manner of gouernement hath ſufficient 
ee e that from God, to begin, continue, & ſtrengthen; 
th the gouernours of the church in their callings, and the 
people in the courſe of obedience vnto Chriſt, that ſame go- 
nernement is to be perpetuall: But ſuch is the gouernement 
by the Elderſhip, as appeareth by this, that the Apoſtles vſed 
no other: Therefore d Elderſ}y pe is to be perpetuall. | 
7 That gouernement which — 12. Apoſtles, and Paule, 
before they conſulted togither, did vnifotmly agree in, that 

God, and conſequently perpe tuall, 
vnleſſe the repealing of it doe appeare: but ſuch is the gou- 
nernement by the Elderſhip, (forall the aduerſaries therevn- 

— that it was in the Apoſtles time:) Therefore it is 

rpetuall. R 2 1 ; 

— Whatſoeuer hath the ſame groundes, that the preaching 
of the Worde and miniſtration of the Sacramentes haue, the 
ſame is perpetuall: But ſuch is the gouernement of the El- 
derſhip, for it is grounded vppon the commaundementes of 
— he and er of the Apoſtles : Therefore it is perpe- 
tuall. fats n En 55 FFF 

9 That which hath the like groundes to bee perpetuall, 
that the Apoſtles, Prophetes, and Euangeliſtes, had to bee ſor 

a time, the ſame is uall: Bur ſuch is the gouernement 
of the Church by an Elderſhip, which appeareth by this, that 
they are therefore ceaſed, becauſe their giftes of immediate 

Falling; &c. be gune, and the giftes of theſe; ãointly and ſe- 
uerally doe remaine: Therefore it is perpetuall. 7 
10 Whatſoeuer is the perp | and ordinarie remedie to 
cure diſeaſes of the Church, and ſtrengthen the health of the 
ſame, that ſame is uall: But ſuch is the gouernement 


by the Elderſhip, as appeareth by the neceſſitie, and profite of 
the ſeuetall offices thereof, and of this, that we are ſtil] to ob- 
ſerue in cauſes of extremities: Tall the Cbureb, Matth. 18.17. 


Therefore it is perpetuall. 


11 That 


6 A been 418 
r That gouernement which was in the Church 
ted of Cod onder the Lawe;and continued (in reſpect 2 = 
8 Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and bettered in te- 
& of the — them, that Gameis perperuall : But 
Ned is the gouernement by the Elderſhippe, as apptareth in 
the 12. reaſon ofthe 1. cha ——— it is perpetuall. 
1 If thete be any reaſon why this gouernt ment ſhould 
be alcerable ( being once ſet in the church by Chriſt) it is cy- 
ther in reſpect 2 extraordinarie offices ceaſed, or the ad- 
dition of the —— But not of the former, becauſe the 
Church hath neuer had any neede of extraordinary giſtes, 
bur God hath given them, & ſo will he euer: nor — e lat- 
ter, for that the Ma es office is to defende the buylding 
of the church by that order which Chriſt hath ſer — 
not to alter anything therein: Therefore it is perpetual. 
1 Eyther this gouernement is the beſt and perpetuall, or 
els there is none, and ſo . ſhould bee thought to haue 
left his Church without a gouernement, which is diſproued 
in they. and 8. treaſons, in e firſte chap. for this was once e- 
ſtabliſned by Chriſt, and ſo was no other: But ſome gouern- 
ment muſt — the beſt _ aeg Therefore this 
1 1 FERTGS DO G1 
Cafe. 3 14 No man may iuſtlie focb bid (fpeakingof the Church 


Bern. Gene, gouuernement ) ro returne to the olde conſtitution of the 
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1 re, 17 Lamepteth, that ſore were ae them char 
Chutt £5.00 aarceſteeme\ ft, which would not haue the ſame diſ- 
cipline vſed nowadayes, that was in the Apoſtle times, ob- 
iecking rhe difference of timts and m ie 
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_ againſt Du- eile ee or for the firſt age, but to endure 
. for all times to come: and therefore 9 
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a moſtcarncſt obteſtation, i. Tim.6, 14. that theſe commane 
dements ſhould be kept vntill the day of the Lord. 
Therefore, if the cauſes of once ordayning an Elderſhip, 
be perperuall: if Chriſt be the autl· out of it, and left it in the. 
Church by the Apoſtles: it it be Gods commaund«< ment, not 
yet repealed: if the partes of it, and giftes for it be perpetuall: 
if it be grounded vpon the generall commaundements and 
rules of che ſeriptutes: if it kaue ſufficient power from God, 
to begin, continue, and confirme a Church: if ic was agreed 
vpon by the 12. Apoſtles, and Paule before they met roguher; 
it it haue che ſame groundes with the preaching of the word: 
if it haue as good giounds to bee petpetuall as the Apoſtles 
&c. to be for a time: if it be the perpetuall temedie againſt all 
the diſeaſes of the Church: if it was vndet the lawe, and inri- 
ched by Chriſt and his Apoſtles vnder the Goſpell: if it bee 
neyther alterable in reſpect of the cxtraordinarie offices cea 
ſed, not the Magiſtrate added to the Church ; if it be the on- 
lic gouernement, that challengeth authotitie from God: if 
no man may iuſtlie forbid it: r be neceſſarie for all times: 
if the common wealth may chaunge hir gouernement, but 
not the Church: if the difference of times and men bee no- 
thing againſt it: laſtlie, if the rules that the Apoſtles gaue for 


it, be confirmed with a charge, to be kept vntill the comming 
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of Chriſt; then muſt it needes followe, that the gouernte ment 


of the Church by an Elderſhip ought to be perpetuall. 
Ihey obiecte that many inconucnichces would fol- 
lowe vppon this gouernement, which are ſeuerallie to bee 


anſ werd. Are e at odr3 
I Obiection. By this euery patiſhe ſhall followe their Se- 
niors, and then there wilbe ſo many Elderſhips, ſo many di- 
ners faſhions, ſreing one may not medle with another. 
Anſwere. The gouernement deſited is vnifotrme for eue- 
rie Church, and admitteth no change, no not in outwarde 
ceremonies, without a Syuode of the choyce men of ſcuetall 
Elderſhips. F 
2 Obiection If they being all meane men, chuſe an Earle, 


Obieion 
againſt the 


perpetuitie 
of he 


de Elder 
fhip,and an 
(weres to 


the ſame, 


he may not tefuſe, but be at their becke and commaunde- 


ment. 
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Anſwere. No man that is choſen is compelled to anof- 
fice againſt his will, but he that deſpiſeth to conſult with o- 
thers in Gods matters, becauſe they bee poore, reprocheth 
God that made them, Prou. 7. . 

Obiection. It ouerburdeneth the parti i he, to prouide 
for the noutiſhment of ſo many church- officers. 

Anſwere. It is not neceſſarie that they ſhould prouide for | 
any moe of them, ſauinge thoſe that are exerciſed in the mi- 
niſterie of the worde, vnleſſe any of the reſt may neede the li- 
beralitie of the Church. 

4 Obicction. It bringeth in a newe popedome e and tyran- 
nie into the Church. 

Anſwere. It is blaſphemie to tearme the gouernement of 
Chriſt ſo, becauſe we refuſe the tyranny of the pope, (hall we 
therefore doe what \ we liſt, and nor e obedience to the 
ſcepter of Chriſt. 

5 Obliection. It is a kinde of Donatiſme to chalenge ſuch 
authoritie ouer Princes. 

eAnſwere. And it is flatterie to ſuffer princes to doe what 


they liſte: this is the obiection of Gunn, whois a eee 
enemie to diſcipline. 

6 Obiection. It taketh away princes auchorice in cauſes 
Eccleſiaſticall. 

Anſwere.' No more then it did from Dauid in his time, 
not ſo much as the Bb. doe nowe, for the prince Elder 


but this, to (ce the Church well ordered, which the 
allowcrh and craueth. a 

5 Obieftion. Ir n ater che * of the common 
vealth, into a meere popularitie, and will alter the gouerne- 
ment th 

An it neyther trantformeth nor altereth any thing 
Ro - let ic be ſhewed wg” ns e would come by this 
ine to any Magiſtracie, from e Princes throne,to the 

— ofthe 222 | 20s 

1 Obiection. It will breede contention and partialitie in 


gement. 
Where can be greater contention then the Bb. 


maincaine for their king dome, or greater partalitic 2 


e 


o 
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chem, to their kinsfolkes, C ruauntes, Sycophantt, ce. 
Obiectiun. It will bec conte mucd, and ſo good ordes 
neglected, e e 
Anſwere. None euer delcrued more contempt, then the 
Bb. and the ir offices doe, for all their pompe: bui God whole 


ordinance it is, will procure ſufficient awe voto it: marke 
howe theſe obiectious itande togither, in the 4. it was tytan - 
nie, and here it is too coute mptible, the ſe be contrary. 
10 Obiection. All altetatiom be daungerous. 
Anſwere. Neuer (where we change from the obedience 
of Antichriſt, tu the ſeruice i the liuinge God) was it cuer 
daungetous to amende this. _ «amulle, by that couiſe whiche 
is de ſcribed of God: if it were, let the parucular ot it appeare: 
this might well haue bin Steuen Gardiners reaſon foi pope- 
tie, in the time of King Henric the eight. ef; 
Ihe Chuich muſt be gouerned oncly by the rules of gods 
worde, this is in effect ihe ptopoſition of the firſt chap. wher- 
vnto all thoſe reaſons there alleadged may be teferred: there 
is aduouched generally, the certay ne groundes of the whole 
Diſcipline, againſt the imagined lubertie left to the Church: 
here is affitmed the particular direction of the Church gou- 
nernement, by the authoritie of the Elderſhipp, to procecde 
according to the rules of Gods reucaled will, and not by that 
curſed and monſtrous cannon lawe, which is made manifeſt 
vnto vs by theſe reaſons: 7 ln 
1 All gouernours are to execute their authoritie, by the 
lame warrant from which they haue it: But the gouernours 
of the Church of God, haue their warrant to bee gouernoutt 
onelie from! the worde, 1. Cor. 12. 28. Therefore they muſt 
goucrnethe church onely by the worde. og * 
1 The Church is to be 3 by that which the Mini- 
\ ers may teache vnto the lame , for they ate taught to the 
ende that 9 may obey, and ſo be gouerned by the ſame: 
But the Miniſters may teache nothing but the worde of God, 
1. Cor. 11.23. Therefore the church ico be gouerned onely 
by the worde of God. | | 947 
z hat which maketh the Church obedient vnto Chriſt, 
muſt be the directiun whereby it is to — Only che 
. | 42 worde 
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worde of God maketh the church obedient vnto Chriſte + 
Therefore it is to be gouerned by the rules of Gods word. 

4 Euery kingdome or houſholde, muſt be gouerned on- 
lie by the lawes of the King, or orders of the houſholdet: The 
Church is the kingdome and houſe of God, and his worde is 
the'onely lawe that he hath giuen for the ſame : Therefore 
it muſt be gouerned onely by the worde of God. 4s 
F That which was ordayned to deſtroy the church of god, 

can not be a good rule to gouetne the ſame by: But ſuch is 
the canon lawe, for it was ordayned to ſtrengthen the king- 
dome of Antichriſt: Abſtract. Therefore it can not bee a 
good rule to direct the church by, and conſequentlie, it muſt 
be gouerned by the worde, fot no other rule is offered vnto 
vs, but the one of theſe wanne. 
6 That whiche was invented. by the Dragon, that perſe- 
cuteth the woman and her childe, that ſame cannot be good 
for the Church, which is that woman: But ſuch is the can- 
non la we, for it was inuented by Antichriſt, whiche is that 
Dragon: Therefore it can not be good for the culinge of the 
church, and conſequentlie, c. | . 
y That which ſtrengtheneth the power of darkenes and 
ignorance, can not be good to guide them, that muſt walke 
in light and knowledge: But the cannon lawe ſtrengtheneth 
the power of darknes and ignorance, for it increaſeth pope- 
rie, as appeareth by this, that there is ſcarce an officer towards 
it, in theſe dayes of knowledge, but he is a papiſt: Therefore 
it cannot be good to guide the church of Sd. 

8 That which deſtroyeth the church of God, can not bee 
good to rule the ſame: But the cannon la we deſtroyeth it, for 
it croſſeth eucry faithſullMiniſter in the diſcharge of his due- 
tie, and euety good chriſtian, walking in the wayes of godli- 
nes, and nippeth in the head eu good action, as experience 
teacheth vs: Therefore it cannot be a good rule to gouuerne 
the church b. 200 erat be £9 

9 Thar which hack bredd moe trayterous papiſtes in En- 
gland, then the Seminaries at Rome. and Rhemes, that ſame 
can not be good to gouerne the church of God: Zut ſuch is 
the cannon lawe, for it hath kept out Diſcipline, nouciſhed 


igno- 
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ignoranee, and foſtered ſuperſtition and poperie, in all eſtates 
of people, that neuer came at thoſe Seminaries : Therefore 
4 can not bee a good rule to gouuerne the Church of God 
* af Thar which nouriſhed the hope of Antichriſt, to return 
hither againe, can not bee good to direct in the gouernment 
of the church: But ſuch is the cannon lawe, for it keepeth the 
cnages ſor thoſe vncleane birdes: as Archb. and L. Bb. ſeas, 
Arches, Cathedrall churches, &c. Therefore it can not bee a 
good tule for the direction of the church. 1 
11 That which all the Churches haue caſt off, as vnfit for 
the gouernement of the Church, can not bee good for the _ 
ſame: But all the churches, that haue forſaken the pope (yea 
they that haue not receyued the diſcipline of Chriſt wholic) 
haue caſt off the cannon lawe: Therefore it cah not bee good = 
: forthe ſame. = Lad, N 5 
12 Vea, w-e our ſelues miſſike it, as appeareth by a ſtatute 
made vnder Ed. 6. : — 
Therefore, if gouernours are to rule by the ſame authori- 
tie whereby they are gouernours: if the Church muſt be go- 
uerned, by that which the Miniſters may teache: if the worde 
of God onely, make the Church obedient vnto Chriſt: if eue- 
rie kingdome muſt be ruled by the lawes of their King: and 
if the cannon lawe be ordayned to deſtroyethe Church: if it 
vas inuented ro perſecute the church: if it ſtrengthen the 
ver of darkeneſſe and iguorance: if it kill the church of God: 
if it breede moe traiterous papiſtes, then the Seminaries at 
Rome and Rhemes: if it nouriſhe the hope of Antichriſts tre- 
turne: laſtlie, if all the churches that haue forſaken the pope, 
haue caſt it of alſo: yea if we our ſelues doe miflike it: then 
muſt it needes followe, that the Church ought to bee gouer- 
ned, onely by that golden rule of Gods worde, & not by that 
leaden lumpe of the cannon la we. Rn 
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| T* office of the Church gouernement,is weere Eccleſia- 
ſticall, and therefore the gouetnouts of the church may 
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not meddle, but oncly in Church-watcers, as tor example, 
vocation, and abdication, deciding of conttouerlits, in do- 
Arie and manners, ſo faite as appercayneth to cou. ſcience, 
and the chutch cenſures, I. C. booke 1.pag.2c6. Diſcipl. Ec- 
cle. i 26. but they thinke that church · gouctnouis, may allo 
meddlc in ciuill cauſes: Whrrg:ft pa. 749. and che ir ptacte, 
that take ypon them to be Councellors of Rate, to 1wgge ci- 
uillic,as puniſh with impriſonment, &c. But this is diſproo- 
ued, and ſo the former proucd by theſe reaſons; 

t That which our Sauwur Chriſt refuſed, becaule it be- 
longed not vnto him, tuling and teaching the church, that 
fame is not la ſull for any Eccleſiaſticall perfor to doe: But 
Chriſt refuſe d io deuide the inheritance, Luke 12. 14. onciy 
becauſe he came to buylde a ſpirituall kirgdome, for ther- 
wiſe he being God. had authoxitie ouer all thinges: Therfore 
it is not lav full for Eccleſiaſticall perſons, to bee iudges of 
ciuill cauſes. | EL a6 

2 That which was forbidden the Apoſtles,is vnlawful for 
-eucry Eccleſiaſticall officer, for they were the chizfe vrider 
. Chriſt, and had aftet a fort) all offices in themſelues, vntill 
they could plant them; iu others: But ſuch dominiõ was for- 
bidden them, as the Kinges of the nations, and other ciuill 
Magiſtrates hauc, Luke 22. 28. which is, to rule ciuilly: Ther- 
fore they may not exerciſe any ciuill authotitie. 
ꝝʒ lf neceſlatie ducties are to be lette, rather then our due- 
ties to the Church ſhould not be thorowly diſcharged, then 
may not a church; officer deale in ciuill iutiſdiction, whuch is 
5 leſs neceſſarie vnto him: But the former is true, as appea- 
teth by the wardes of Chriſt, to him that would haue buried 
his father, Luke g. 59.60. Therefore chey may not exerciſe a 
nie ciuill authoritie. F . 
4 If he chat hath an office, muſt atrende vpon it, then 
he not meddle in another, for he can not attende them both 
at once: But the former is true, Rom. 12. 7. Therefore maye 
no Church - officer medle with tt mporall iuriſdiction. 
As the Souldiour is in his warfare, fo are Church · offi- 
cers, in the ruling of Gods church: But the Souldiour entan- 
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of another nature to his warfare:which place Cyprian alleade ' 
th againſt a miniſter, that became an executour to his 
riendes will: Therefore church-officers may not meddle 
with ciuill offices, becauſe they are of another nature; then 
his calling. | 
6 Thoſe things that in them ſelues are of contratie qual- 
litie, can not concutte in one ſubiect: But the gouernments 
of the Church and common wealth bee ſuch, not onelie in 
this, that they are the next ſpeciall members of one generall, 
but alſo, in that the one is ſpirituall, and the other te mporall, 
the one teſpecteth the ſoule, and the othet the bodie: There- 
_ they can not be in one man togither, and conſequent- 
lie, &c. | | = 
7 lt the gouernement of the Church, both in euery par- 
ticular mans office, and in the generall Elderſhip, bee a mat- 
tet of great waight, and the abilitic uf man, very ſmall in e- 
nery good action, then may not a church · officer meddle in 
another calling, whereby hee is made leſſe able to diſcharge 
his duetie: But the former is true, as all men may ſce, that 
looxke into the worde of God, what is required of ſuch men, 
and knowe by the ſame worde, the manifolde infirmities & 
vntowardnes of man: Therefore the latter mult needes bee 
ttue alſo. {3 15 45 | 
$ If the Apoſtles (who were the moſt able of all others) 
founde them ſelues vnfitt for two offices, whiche were both 
Eccleſiaſticall: then is the beſt church-gouernour vnfitt for 
two, which be of more difference one 2% another, as bee 
the gouernement of the church and common wealth: But 
the former is true, as appeareth Actes 6.2. Therefore the lat- 
ier muſt needes be true alſo. e e 
9 That which we iuſtly reprooue in the papiſtes, muſte 
needes (if we doe like) be founde more vnlawfull and intol- 
lerable in our ſelues: Bat we iuſtly reprooue the papiſtes, for 
hauing in their handes boch the ſwordes, that is, ihe Ecc leſia- 
ſticall and ciuill iuriſdiction: ae it is more intollera - 
ble, being founde in any of vs. 15 * 
10 If it be law full for an Eccleſiaſticall perſon, to ener- 
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it is law full for the ciuill Magiſtrate, to exetciſe the offices of 
Eccleſiaſticall perſons, for there 1s 8 reaſon for the one 
as the other: But the latter is vnlawfull: for who would like 
of any L. Mayor, to ſtep into the pulpit and prcach, &c. Ther- 
fore the firſt is vnlawfull alſo. 8 44 watt 
C. Ape. 11 They may not intangle them (clues with warldly of- 
8 fices, but attende vpon their Eccleſiaſticall affaires. 
Conc, Cal. 12 None of the Clarkes or Cleatgie, ſhall receyue any 
f. & 7. charge of thoſe which are vnder age, the cauſe of that decree 
is there ſaide to be, for that there were certaine Miniſters, 
that were ſtewatdes to noble men: and in the 7. caunon, that 
none of them ſhould receyue any ſecular honors. 
13; The Biſhops ſhall onely attende vnto prayer, reading 
and preaching. 
Caluin in. 14 He bringeth diuers reaſons to — Biſhops may 
3 * eee vſurpe, nor take (becing offered vnto them) any ct 
: uill office. 


4. Concil. 
Cart. ca. 20. 


Beza confe. IS He ſheweth howe the offices are to bee diſtinguiſhed, 


cap. ect. and in what ſorte it is ſayd, that the fathers dealt in the things 
*. & 4 of this life, and howe the corporall puniſhmentes by the A- 


| poſtles were particular and extraordinari. 8 
P. Marryy 1 When both the offices meete in one man, the one hin- 
vpon 10. ij. dereth the other, ſo that he that exerciſeth the one, cannot mi 
2 niſter the other, Sonu 

Bucer vpon 17 There is no man ſo wiſe and holy, which is able to ex- 
Matth. q. erciſe both the ciuill, and Eccleſiaſticall power, and therefore 
he that will exerciſe the one; muſt leave the otber. 
The concla Therefore, if Chriſte refuſed to indge in temporall cauſes, 
fon, becauſe it belonged not to his office: if ciuill dominion was 
forbidden the Apoſtles: if neceflaric dueties are rather to bee 
Tefte vndone, then out diligence in the matters of the church 
ſhould be leſſened: if he that hath an office, muſt attende vp- 

pon it: if we may not bee intangled with any hindetance: if 
the ciuill and Eccleſiaſticall functions, bee of contrarie na- 
tures: if cuery office in the Church, be more then any one can 
perfectlie diſcbarge: if the Apoſtles ſounde the m ſclues vnfit 
for two offices o like nature: if we iuſtlie reproove the pa- 
pultes for theix tuo ſwordes: if a Magiſtrate may — 
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may not medal with worldhe offices, nor betnrours, 
to Orphan, but attende oncly vnto the tie of the 
worde, &c. if may neither vſutpe, nor take ws offe· 
ted) any ciuill office: if they be to be e to ſcuetal 
Fele els one . the othet: laſtlie, if noue bee a- 
e to execute both, then muſt it needes followe, that Eccle- 
ſiaſticall officers may not beare ciuill offices: and conſequent- 
lie the office of the church. goueruement, i is meere Eccleſia- 
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ſticall. 
Their obiectioms here vnto be theſe: Obie&ions 
1 Obieftion. It countenanceth and maintayneth at Ge indo 
on,to haue ciuill authoritie. fices in Ec 


eAnſwere. It is (in decde) the papiſtes teaſon for their —— 
two . which M. Caluin confutcth, Iuſtitut. booke 4. F rivets 
cap. i i. ſe 7 
4 Obiftiow It is to puniſh viceby corporall puniſh- 
ment, that Gods ee the — ae 05 
Anſwere. It is good to preache Gods worde to men, that 
they may 2 their Prince tor coulcicncc lake; may the Ma- 
giſtrate therefore pteache ? we may not doe cuery thing that 
K good, but onely that which is agreeable to our callings. 
3 Obrettion. Eli and Samuel, were both Prieſts & Iudges. 
Anſwere. They were extraordinarie (for God ſepatrated 
thoſe two offices in Moſes, and gaue the one voto Aaron) & 
ſo was Eliahs killing of the falſe prophetes, & Chriſtes whip- 
ping of the buyers and ſellers out ot the Iemple. 
+ Obiettron, Peter killed Ananias, therefore Biſhops way 
have priſons, 
Anſwere. It was by his worde eln and not by any ciuill 
nifhernent, if they can doe the like, Peters example will 
— ue their turnes, if not, then muſt it bee (with the er 
extraordinarie. 
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f He placing and diſplacing of Chorch-officers,s 148 
1 — — the Anh This is prooued in the 7. 
chap.and their obiections are there aunſwered fox the 

. K n 
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fiſt part, which is the placing: but the latter part is to be clea- 
ted by ſome — becauſe the Biitops doe diſplace 
the belt Miniſters at their pleaſute, which 15 prooacd to be a 
moſt wicked action, by theſe reaſons: / „ 
I Thoſe that are called vnto the miniſteric by the Lorde 
from heauen, and out wardlie by the meanes of men, ſo long 
as they are blameles in doctrine and conuerſation, i. Tim. 3. 
Yo. cam not be diſplaced, without hainous wickednes againſt | 
the manifeſt will of God: But ſuch are the Miniſters that the 
> Biſhops doe daily diſplace, as they confeſſe them (clues, when 
(euen) in their ſermons they iuſtifie their doctrine, in laying, 
that they differ onely in out warde rires: and as their greateſt 
_ enimies will ſaye, when they are asked of ſuch mens liues: 
* Therefore they can not bee diſplaced without great wicked- 
7H on Ez "LO bs - || 
* 2 "Thoſe that are carefull ro diſchatge the duetie of Gods 
Miniſters, both in teaching, and giuinge example to their 
floc kes. can not be diſplaced without great impietie: Such 
Are theſe Miniſtets, that are daily diſplaced, as appeareth by 
This, that they pteache more diligentlie then any ether, and 
that they followe not the coutſe of the worlde, in adding li- 
uing vnto living, but many of them (beeing as woorthie for 
their giftes, as the worthieſt) liue poorelie, rather then they 
will want the comfort of a good conſcience: Therefore they 
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can not be put to ſilence without great ſinne. 
3 Jo depriue Gods people of their ſpirituall com fort, isa 
grieuous and horrible wickednes: To put ſuch to filence as 
are before mentioned, is to depriue Gods people of their ſpi- 
rituall comfort: which if anie man will denie, all the godlie 
where ſuch a one dwelleth, ſhall tell him hee lyeth: Therefore 
to diſplaee ſuch Miniſters, is a haynous and horrible wic- 
kednes. 8 e eee 
4 That which giveth occaſion to the weake to ſtumble & 
fall away from the Goſpell, is a haynous and horrible ſinne: 
But ſuch is the diſplacing of thoſe Miniſters, as appeareth by 
this, that many doubt whether that which hie hath taughit᷑ be 
true, whom the profeſſors of the Goſpell doe diſplace, and b 
thiszthat many who had made ———— the diſ- 


con- 


Or. Dis iI ere 
continvance of their Teachers, doe fall away: 


5. Thoſe whole labuurs God docth bleſle, can not bee dil. 


placed without hgiing againſt God, and con ſequeutlie great 
1mpictic: But fuck are the Miniſters that the Bb. doc daily di- 


{placc,as all that louc the Coſpell in cucry couutrie, can wit- 
nes: Therefore to diſplace them is great impietie. Ty 
6 That action whiche giue ch che common enimie juſt 
cauſe to reioyce, and hope to get the victorie, is a haynous & 
hort ible offence: But ſuch is the diſplacing of thoſe Miniſters 
as appearcth in cucry countrie, where ſuch Miniſters are diſ- 
placed, and ſuch ent mies doe dwell; Therefore to diſplace 


luch, is a hay nous and horrible offence. 


7 That action that cauleth the docis thereof to bee eſtee- 
med enimies to the Goſpell, malt needes be a hay nous ſinne: 


But lich is the putting ot tboſe Miniſters to ſilence, for it ma- 


keth the people that haue any loue to religion, thinke that 
they are not of God in ſo doing, for ſay they, hee that loueth 
Chriſt. can not croſſe the courte of the Goſpell, as theſe men 
doe; Therefore the diſplacing of them is a hay nous ſinne. 

8 That which letteth in more wickednes at once, then 
the diligent preaching of the worde could drive out in di- 


uets ycares, muſt needes be a hay nous ſinne: But ſuch is * | 


diſplacing of theſe Miniſters: for, prophaving of the Sa both, 
and all diſorder, commeth into a congregation the ſame 451 


that ſuch a Miniſter, that bath long laboured againſt it is diſ- 


placed, as rn nce in ſuch places piooueth: Therefore to 
diſplace ſuch miniſtets is a hay nous linne. 


9 That which intetrrupteth the courſe of the Goſpel, with- 
out wartaunt cyther from Gods worde, or the lawes of the 


lande, is a haynous and horrible ſinne: Such is the diſplacing 


of thoſe Miniſters, as is prooued in all the wiitinges on cur 


ſide: and laſtlie, in the an{were to D. Bridges: there fore to di- 
place ſuch Miniſters, is a hay nous and horrible ſinne. 


Therefore, if the Miniſters that be vſuallie diſplaced, bee 


called of God: if they e the duetie of good miniſters, 


F. 0 


both in doctrine and life: if the . of them. be to de- 
ptiue Gods people of their ſpirituall com fort: if it giue Occ 


1 


3 y.; Therefore, 19» 
diſplace thoſe Miniſters, is a hay nous and horrible linne.... ., 
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lion to ſome to doubt of the Goſpell, aud to fall away: if Cod 
giue a bleſſiag vnto their labevrs : if the diſplac ing of il em. 
giue the enimie matter to reioyce, and hope to ouercomc: 
it cauſe the diſplacers to be eſteemed enimics 10 the Goſpel; 
if it let in more wickednelle in one day. then preachinge can 
throwe out in many yeeres : if it interrupre the courſe of the 
Goſpell, without warrant eyther from the worde of God, or 
lawes ofthe lande, then muſt it needes followe, that the diſ- 
838 thoſe Miniſters, is a moſt hay nous aud horrible 

ne againſt the Lord. | 


: Cn Ar. 17. TEE 
He Elderſhip is to admonifthe euery one, by whome 
1 offence appeareth vnto them to growe in the church: 
| There is no queſtion betweene vs, about admonition 
it lelf, but this they denie, that the execuion of any diſcipline 
| (and therefore of this point) belongeth vnto the Elderthip: 
which point is proued in the ſeuerall chapters going before: 
ſo that l neede not ſaye any thing of this, ſauing with (a rea- 
ſon or twaine)ro ſhewe the neceſſitie and benehite of it in the 
Church of God. 
1 That whiche priuate men offended, are commaunded 
to ſeeke voto for the redreſſe of the offendour,is a neceſſarie, 
and an ordinarie way for the amende ment of them that doe 
offende in the Church of God: But ſuch is the admonition of 
thoſe that ate in authoritie, and cary the name of the church, 
Matth. 18. 15. ſee chap. 14. and the fitſte propoſition of the 
ſame : Therefore admonition in ſuch caſes by the Elderſhip. 
is a neceſſatie and ordinary way, for their amendement that 
doe offende. r e 
2 That which is more auaylable to bring the offendor to 
repentance, then priuate admonition,eyther by one, or moe, 
the ſame is very profitable and neceſſarie in the Churche of 
God: But ſuch is the publike admonition by the gouernours 
of the Church, as appeareth by this, that Chriſt maketh ir a 
remedie, when the other two will not preuayle, Matth. 18.15 
Therefore it is vetie profitable and neceſlaric inthe Churche 
REFER 3 That 
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"Or Dise iir. "OP 
$ That which maketh men more afraide to offende, then 
any admonition that priuate men can give, is profitable and 
 neceſfarie in the Church of God: But ſuch is the Elderſhipp, 
before whom men knowe they ſhalbe brought, if they doe 
not amende: Therefore it is very profitable and neceſſatie in 
the Church of Gd. 

4 That which hath a greater promiſe to doe good, then 
3 admonition, is very necetiaric in the Church of God: 
Bat ſuch is the admonition that is giuen by the Elderſhipp. 
becauſe it preuayleth when the formet doeth not: Therefore 

/ it is profitable in the church of God. . 7 


That without which, all dueties of charitie can not bee 
exerciſed towardes ſinners, is needfull to be in the Church of 
God: But without admonition by the Elderſhip, all duetics 
of charitie cannot be exerciſed towardes ſinnets: There fore it 
is needfull to be in the church of Gd. „ 
6 That which would bridle the outragious ſinns of ſome, 
and keepe in the deriſion and mockerie, that priuate admo- 
nitions doe receyue, is needfull to be in the Church of God: 
But this would admonition by the Elderſhip doe: for if men 
knewe that they ſhould aunſwere vnto the Church for their 
ill demeanour, to them that rebuke them for ſinning, they 
would refraine (at leaſt for feare) from ſuch kinde of ou- 
e: Therefore it is needefull to be in the church of God. 
herefore, ſeeing publike admonition before the Elder- _ 
ſhip is to be ſought, by thoſe that are offended, and cannot be dg conte 
atis fied: ſeeing it is more auaylable then priuate admoniti- 
on: ſeeing it maketh men more afraide to offende: ng 
hath a greater promiſe; ſecing without it all dueties of cha- 
titie, can not be exerciſed towardes the linner: laſtlie, ſeeing it 
would bridle the outragious ſinnes of many: Therefore it 
muſt needes followe, that it is very profitable, and neccllacie 
to be in the church of God. 


c u AP, 18. 
T Hoſe that be not reclaimed from their faultes by admo- 


nition, are by the Elderſhippe to bee ſuſpended from the 
| F , 53 K3 Lowes 
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pper,or being officersof the Church, from the exe- 
cution of cher office, vntill they doe eyrher giue goud teſti- 

monie of their amendement, or wit cauſe to be further pro- 

ceeded againſt, Neither is there any controucrlie berweene 
them and us, about this poynt: ſauing that (as in the former) 
they will denie it to appertaine to the Elderthip, whiche is 

prooucd before. I will there fore ( tor their vnderſtandinge 

that deſite ditection in the rructh) firſte, ſhe we that it is a 

coutſe that hath warrant in the ſcipturtes: ſecondlie, that it 

is of very profitable vic in the Church of God: the firſt is thus 

rooucd: „ 1 ä 1 
Le” WD Whatſocuer is enioyned, as a duetie to 3 eue - 

* a anted tie Chriſtian, if he leaue it vndone, he is to be compelled by 
dy theword the goucrnours of the Church to doe it, Luke 1417. 23. But 
being pon if a mans brother haut an ie thing againſt him, and he make 
33 ro conſciencc to Ie aue his gifte there, and be fu ſte reconct- 
ſettetn led, Mat. . 24. he is to be compelled to doe it: Therefore ſe- 
down. patation from the Lordes Supper, is wartaunted by che 
worde. iy er 146 

. 2 If that commaundement of Chriſt, Matth,7.6.give not 
that which is holy vnto dogges, can neyther be properly vn- 
deiſtood of them,that were neuer of the Church, nor them 
that be excommunicated;then is ita warraunt fur ſuch ſepa- 
ration of the vnworthy, and conſequentlic, that ſe patation is 
2 vVarraunted in the worde: But the former is true, as appea- 
4 reth by this, that the meancſt of the Icwes did knowe, that 
—— belonged to neyther of them, and fo the com- 
mund ment had bin necdles: Therefore ſuſpention is war- 

tanted by the worde. „ e Y.” 
z lf there be ſinners that are not to be excommunicated, 
and yet it were offenſiue to giue them the Lords Supper, then 
is this courſe warranted by the worde, for els Gould C hriſte 
haue left his Church deſtitute of direction, in common and 
vſuall difficulties, which is prooued in the hiſt chap. to bee o- 

therwiſe: But ſuch ſinnets there ate, as the notorious ſinner 
repenting: men mainly ſuſpected of notorious tranſgreſſi- 
ons, &c. Therefore ſuſpemtion hath bis warrant in the word. 
4 The courſe that God ꝑteſcubed in the ſhadow,for _ 
E 8 4 | A £ * 5 : por : 


8 * 2 


; = 8 


5 8 * r I 8 8 OE 
* 3 ON NOW: -— . & i EE a Boa eee Cane, < . 
E- + e e Lak R J EONS S SY 1 , 
5% * 8 f 4 Se ROW 2 WED : £ + #88 W 3 
2 5 2 


* 


. ] ·¹—̃ĩ⅛ »Wim- 8“ 
rom purifyings, muſt in the body ( in reſpect of the ſub- 
ſtauce) be obſerued in the ſpirituall cleaning of cuerj mem- 
ber ot the Church: But many were ſe patated from the punk 
blike ſacrifices for a fealon, by reaſon of their corpotall vn- 
Cleancs, who, yet were not worthie to bee excommunicated? 
Therefore mult allo ſume be kept from the Lords ſupper for 
a ſcaſon, who yet appeare not ſo hay nduſlie to haue linned 
as to deſerue excommunic ation. 
5 The Church can not without great offence, ſuffer one 
that hath fallen into ſome open ſinne, or that is vehementl 
ſuſpected, to haue hayuouſlie offended, cõtinue inulic ade. 
niſtration of any publike function: Bur rhe Church cannot 
juſtlic 3 a man at the firſt, making ſhewe of re- 
„ vpon his putgation: Therefore he muſt 
c {cparared for a time, eee A 
6 Thar which was commaunded vnder the lawe to bee 
done to the prieſt, that was vncleane in body, or ſuſpected to 
be a leaper,thar ſame muſt much more vndet the Gufpell, be 
done vnto the Miniſter, or other Church officer, that bath 
ſinned, or is ſuſpected to haue committed a great ſinne: Bur 
uch a prieſt was to be ſeparated fiom offrivg of ſacrifices far 
a cettaine time: Therefore much more muſt the like be done 
to a Church. officer in the like caſe. eee eee 
Therefore, if the Church be to compell a priuate man to 
doe his duetie: if, giue not holy things to dogges, bee vndet- fon. 
ſtoodc of them within the church: if there bee ſinners that 
can not without offence be admitted to the Lordes ſupper, & 
yet deſerue not excommunication: if for corporall vnclean- 
nes vnder the lawe, they were to abſtaine a certaine times and 
if the church can not without great offence, ſuffer him that 
hath committed an open ſinne (though he repent) or that is 
vehemently ſuſpected of a notorious ſinn, cõtinue in the ex- 
ecution of his office, vntill the Congregation bee ſatisfied : 
Laſtlie, if the prieſt that was vncleane, or ſuſpected of lepro- 
fie, might not offer ſacrifices: then is it plaine, that both the 
ſeparation of ſome men from the Lordes ſupper, and other 
from the execution of their publike function for a time, is a 
thing warranted by the worde of Gt. 
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part, which is, thar this kinde 
| kathaprotuablevſcin the Church of G 
ud: | N IA FHOEITT 
1 That which keepeth the godly in more carefull obe- 
dience, aud kecpeth in the hypocrites, that they breake not 
out, is very profitable for the Church of God: But ſuch is the 
vic of the ſcparation from the Lordes Supper, and from exe- 
cuting pubuke function in the Church: Therefore it is pro- 
fitable in the church of God. 
2 That whiche remooueth (euen) the appearance of of- 
fence, from the Church of God, is very prohtable for the 
ſame: But ſuch is the ſeparation: Therefore it is profitable tor 
the Church of God. EN 1 
3 Thar which declateth vnto the worlde, that the Church 
of God is carefull to practiſe chat which it ptofeſleth, is vcrit 
profitable: But ſuch is this ſcparation,for it ſſieweth that they 
cannot away with vngodly life: no, nor among them ſelucs: 
Therefore it is proficable for the church of Gd. 
4 That which giueth occaſion to the Church, to be exerci- 
ſed in the action of teligion, with mote ſounde comfort, us 
profitable for the ſame: But ſuch is this ſeparation, for cucry 
one ſhall (ce thereby, the vnwotthy (for whoſe lakes, 
might be angrie with chem all, Ioſh. 7. 11.) weeded from a- 
mong them: Therefore it is profitable for the Church of 
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That which is a ſpeciall meanes to procure the Lorde 
(in mercie) to continue his worde vnto his Church, is profi- 
table for the ſame: ſuch is this ſeparation, for it is a notable 
mcanes to keepe men in obedience to that whiche they pro- 
feſſe: Therefore it is profitable for the Church of God. 

Therefore, if ſeparation of the knowne, or ſuſpected ſin- 
ner,from the Lordes ſupper, and ſuch a Church · officer from 
the execution of his publike function, doe keepe men in o- 
bedience that be godly, and reſttayneth hypocrites from ou- 
trage: if it remooue the very appearance of euill: if it leit the 
d ſee, that the e Wakes to ptactize that, which 
eth profeſſe: if it make euery member of the Church, 

to be exerciſe in the actions of religi 


— 
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fort: Laſtlie, if it bea ſpeciall meanc to procure the Lorde ia 
mercie, to continue his worde: then mult it needes followe, 
that it is of verie prolitable vſe vnto the Church of Gd. 
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Hen neyther admonition, nor ſu ſpention will 
ſetue to reclayme the offendor, but that it doth 


354 | appcare, that be abydeth in impenitencie, and 
is incotrigible, the Elderſhip, after mature deliberation, and 


commending of the patue vnto the prayers of the Church, 
(he yet remaining obſtinate) is to proceede to excommuni- 
cation: which containeth theſe propoſitions in queſtion be- 
twixt vs and the Biſhops, | 

It may not be done, but ypon great and Waightie 56c4- 

fon 3 pn | 
2 1 may not bee done by any one man, but by the Ele 
Alerſbip the whole Church conſenting thereumto. 

The former is holden by vs, T. C. 1. booke, pag. 183. diſc. 
Eccle.130. and denied by them in their practiſe, that ſende it 
out (many times) for not paying of ſixe pence, But our aſ- 
ſertion is thus prooued, and their godles practiſe diſproned. 

1 That which Chriſt bath ordayned tor the laſt remedic The 
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of the ent 


againſt ſinne, and onely to bee vſed when neyther admoniti- e e 


on, reprehenſion, nor ſeparation from the externall commu- 
nion of the Saintes ſor a time will ſerue: that ſame is not to 
be vſed, but vpon great extremitie: But ſuch is excommuni- 
cation, as appearetli, Mat. 18. 15. Therefore it may not bee v- 
ſed, but vpon moſt waightie occaſion, that is in the caſe(on- 
lie) of exttemitie, when no other meanes will ſerue the 
1 That whiche cutteth a man off from the Church of 
God, and giueth him over vnto Satan, as one in a deſperate 
caſe, that ſame may not be vicd but in gteateſt extremitie: 
But ſuch is excommunication, being vſed according as God 
. hath left it vnto his Church, 1. Cort. f. 5. Th te it may 
not be vſed, but in gteateſt extremitie. 
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The conclu 


The proofe 
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hande or his foote, that ſame muſt the Church doe, in ex- 
communication: for it is the cutting off, of a member: Bur 
a man will trie all other wayes, and will neuer cutt of his 
h inde or his foote, vntill he (ce it incurable, and readie to 
iu fect the other partes of his bodie: Therefore excommu- 
nicatiun may not be vſed, but in caſe of greateſt exttemitie. 
1 That which is contrarie to naturall affection, and wor- 
keth that which a louing heart doeth tremble to thinke of: 
that ſame may not bee done but in greateſt extremitie: But 
ſuch is the excommunication, for it depriueth the party ex- 
communicated of our loue, and throweth him into the moſt 
wretched caſe, that can befall vnto man in this life : There- 
fore it may not be done, but in caſe of greateſt extremitie. 
Therefore if excommunication be ordained of Chriſt, as 
a remedie, onely when all other helpes will not ſerue: if it 
cutt the partie from Gods Church, and giue him over vn- 
to Satan: if ir muſt be proceeded vnto, as a man doethto the 
cutting off of his hande or foote: laſtlie, if it be a worke con- 
tratie vnto the naturall affection of man, and effecteth that 
- which a louing heart doeth tremble to thinke vppon: then 
muſt it needes followe, that it is to be proceeded vnto, onely 
in the caſes of greateſt extremitie, and after that all other 
meanes haue bin vſed, and doe appeare not to preuayle. 
The latter poynt (whiche is, that excommunication may 


ofthe ſecs3 not be done by one man, but by the Elderſhip, the whole 
propoſition Church conſenting therevnto) is holden by vs, T. C: booke 


1.pag. 183. Diſcipl.Eccleſt. 130. &c. and denied by them, 
Whirgift pag.662. and their continuall practize. But our aſ- 
ſertion is thus prooued, and their opinion & practize, found 
to be erroneous and vngodlie. * | 
1 That whiche Chriſte commaunded to bee done by the 
Church,may not be done by one man, vnles you take my L. 
Grace for the Church, as Mhutgift doeth, page 662. whiche 
needeth no confutation: But Chtiſte commaunded that ex- 
communication ſhould be done by the Church, Mat. 18. 5. 
. Therefore it may not be done by one man. 
2 That whiche Paule enioyned the Church, when they 
| were met togither, to doe, may not be done by one * 
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he commaunded them to excommunicate the inceſtuous 
p<r{on, when they were met togither, 1. Cor. 5. 5. Thete fore 
it may not be done by one man. | 

That which hath neede of greateſt aduice, and greateſt 
authoritie, may not be done by one man: but ſuch is the mat- 
ter of excommunication, being the denouncinge of that a- 
gainſt a man, Which he will moſt hardlie belecue, and beinge 
the waigntieſt point of diſcipline; Therefore it may not bee 
done by one man. 

4 Thoſe muſt excommunicate, that are to deale in the 


other partes of Diſcipline,as thall appeare in the rea ſons fol- a 28 


lowing,and (as Lthinke) no man will denie: But the other 
partes of Diſcipline ate exerciled not by one, but by the 
Church, as hath bene prooued: Therefore not one, but the 
Church is to excommunicate. 7 „ 

5 As it was miniſtred among the Iewes, ſo muſt it be in 
the Church forcuer: which appeareth by this, that it is ttanſ- 
lated vnto vs from them (as the Greeke word Synedrion, be- 
ing by a corrupt imitation, called Sanedrim, by the Rabbins, 
docth import) and had nothing cert moniall in it: But it was 
executed among them by the Church, and not any one, lob. 
9.22. Therefote the Church is to cxcommunicate, and not 
one man. | ey 
6 Cyprian ſayeth, be would neuer doe any thing in his Cyprias li, 
charge, without the counſell of his Elders, and coſcur of the 3: epiſt. io. 


cople. | | 
: The Elders,and other Church-officcrs, haue as well po- Epiſt. 14, 
wer to abſolue, as the Bilhop. -— 353 
8 For ſo much as abſolution be longeth vnto all, Ialone Epiſt.rs, 
dare not doe it. F 
9 lf there be any that baue committed ſuch a fault, that 
he is to be put away from the partaking of the prayers of the Tertul. A- 
Church, & c. There doe beate rule certayne of the moſt a i 
prooued auncients or Elders of the Church, which haue o | 
tayned this honor, not by money, but by good report. 


h cont.cpiſt, 
i kis fan. 
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that he be excommuniea 
bookes of Baptilme,agai 


ts, * N Ly 
. N 4 F x 
; : 2X 
5 ; * * * & * 8 * 
85 b . i N , 1 * # 
x4 - 0 ; hay OY 
"> 4a R ' 0 % % * > * 
8 5 2 


* 


2 — gm 
£2 2 
VF Ss 
8 = x 
. * %* 
8 2 WY i 
F „ ACE: 5 . 82 
" o . 
r 3 „ 4 0 
* * 


10 It he lpeth much to make the 2 more aſhamed, Avgu.lib.z. 
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. 4 A Dien TRATION. 
Terom, ad 11 The Elders haue intereſt in other cenſures of the 
Demetriad. Church, and the Church it ſelfe in excommunication.- 
5 „ S. Paule accuſeth the Corinthians, for that the whole 
»o chriſt. Church had not excommunicated the inceſtuous perſon. 
— 13 The Elders had the gouuernement in excommunica- 
ien. | 
3 3. 14 lt is very daungerous to permit ſo waightie a marter 
to one man, and therefore that tyrannie may be auoyded, & 
this cenſure executed with greater fruite and grauitie, the or- 
der that the Apoſtle there vſeth, is ſtill to be obſeruexd. 
Caluin. in. 15 Hee ſheweth that it partayneth not to one man, that 
flat. lib. 4. it is a wicked fact, that one ſhould rake the authoritie to him 
tap. l. ſe. 6. ſelfe, that is common toothers: that it openeth a way to ty- 
rannie: taketh from the Church their tight, and abtogateth 
the Eccleſiaſticall ſenate, ordayned by leſus Chriſt. 
Cha. ia. ſes 16 The Biſhops, when they excommunicated of them- 
ſelues alone, did it ambitiouſlie, contrarie to the decrees of 
godly cannons: See Bucer againſt Gropper, and vpon Epheſ. 
4. De eee 1X —— wusin Becle fat. 
a& 17 lt is plentifullie forbidden ( cuen ) by that filthie pud- 
—— dle, the — lawe, and therefore it muſt needes bee os. 
nous ſinne, when it findeth faulte with it. | 
Theconclu Therefore, if excommunication be to be executed (by the 
60. commaundement of Chriſt) of the Church: if S. Paule en- 
| ſioyned it vnto the church: if it haue neede of greateſt aduice 
and authoritie: if it belong to them that may execute the o- 
ther partes of Diſcipline: if it was ſo executed amonge the 
Tewes: if to abſolue, be as well in the Elders power, as the Bi- 
ſhops: if Cyprian durſt not doe it alone: if it was the action 
in Tertullians time) of the moſt approoucd Elders: if to bee 
the whole church, helpeth hoon. make the partie more 
aſhamed: if the whole church haue intereſt in it: if the whole 
Church at Corinth was reprooued, for not doing it: if it bee 
to waightie a matter for one man: if the exccuting of it by 
one, ouerturneth the order appointed by Chriſt: bringeth in 
n ambition: and laſtlie, be forbidden by 
the cannon lawe it ſelfe, then muſt it needes followe, that it 
belongeth not vnto one man to excommunicate, but vnto 


Or Drei zt 
2 and that with the conſent of the 
nuch. | | . - 
Their obiections herevnto in defence of their owne prac- 
tiſe be theſe: TH | 

Obiection. The right of excommunication, was in Saint 
Paule, and not in the reſt. 
Anſwere. He gaue onely direction in that, as in all other 


matters, which he wrote of vnto them, but if they had not 


throwne out the 2 perſon, he had remayned ſtill vn- 
excommunicated, for 
them. 


to binde, and loſe in earth and in heauen, which interpreters 
ex pounde by Matth. 18. 15. | 


Anſwere. That power was of denouncing Gods iudge- 


ments, or pronouncing his mercie in preaching, and not of 


this action: they are expounded one by angthet, becauſe of 


the ratifying of them both in heauen alike. 

3 Obietion. Paule did excommunicate Hymencus and 
Philetus. 

Auſwere. That is, being moderator of the action, he pro- 
no unced it, not that he did it alone: The ſame aunſwere is to 
be made vnto the Fathers, as Ambroſe, &c. who are ſaide to 
excommunicate. 

Therfore vpon theſe grounds 
cels, Empcrours, Lawes, Hiſtori 


Church at all times, and in all places: which is this, (6) that 
there ought to be no miniſters of the worde, but Paſtours & 
Teachers, whiche are to be (c) called by the people, and (4) 


ordained by the Elderſhip, are of (e) equal authoritie in their © © 
ſcucrall&gggregations, muſt () with all fairhfull diligence , © 
lelues, in the miniſterie of the worde and Sa- f C 
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imploye 
cramentes, ( 


Mat there are to bee in euery Congregation, 
certaine Elders, ongregatio 
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the people, and aſſiſt 
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that which S. Paul had ſayde vnto 
2 Obiection. Chriſt gaue peter and euery Apoſtle power 


Scriptures, Fathers, Coũ- The conclu 
newe Writers, and elcare fion of the 
light of reaſon, I conclude, that (a) Chriſt hath preſcribed hol book. 


vnto vs an exacte, and perfect platforme of gouerninge his a Chap. 1. 
b Cha. 10. 


hoſe office is to ouerſee the behauiour of 8 
their paſtour, in the gouernement of 
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h Chap. 13 the Church: alſo (b) Deacons, vhoare to be imployed only 

| in receyuing, and bcſtowing the liberalitic and goods of the 

Church, to the teliefe of the poore, and other neceflarie vſcs: 

i Chap. 14. Laſtlie, (i) that there muſt be in eucry Congregation, an El- 

derſhip. of Paſtour, Teacher, (if they can haue any) and El- 

ders, who are in common, to ſee that the Church bee well 

n roftſſion and pra- 

k Chap. 27 Ctize of the worde * . — eee 

reprehending, or (1) ſeparatinge from the Lordes Supper, 

r-. tem that walk oiinſigely, —_ (in) laſtlie in — 


m Chap. 1b cating them, that by no other meanes can bee reclai- 
med. So that all and euery gouernement, contra- 
tie or beſides this, whether in parte or in 
whole, ſwarueth fr6 that order, which 
Chriſt hath ſet done in his 
worde, and therefore 
4 is vnlaw full. 


